
 

 

 



 

 

 

Foreword 

The restless sea is a frequent biblical image for the nations of the world. Just as the ocean is 

sometimes stormy, so the nations of the world are sometimes in confusion, unrest, or even at war; 

and just as the ocean's waves and currents are unpredictable, the course of world history is beyond 

man's ability to chart or predict.  

Today the nations of the world wrestle against pandemics and violent exchanges of political conflict. 

They are abusing power and calling it politics. They are bloated with ideologies that promise national 

salvation but deliver distrust in leadership and authority.  

The impact of these transitions has led to distrust in politicians, liberalism, lawlessness, re-

engineering of morals, generational disillusionment, and sexual and social confusion.   

The nations of the world seem to try to work out their destinies, but the invisible winds of God blow 

over the surface of the water to accomplish His will in His time. Circumstances may change, but 

God's covenant with His people will never change. 

“For though the mountains should depart and the hills be shaken or removed, yet My love and 

kindness shall not depart from you, nor shall My covenant of peace and completeness be removed, 

says the Lord, Who has compassion on you.” Isa. 54:10. He is our high tower and our refuge in the 

uncertainties of life. 

Why do the nations rage, And the people plot a vain thing? "When you consider all that, the Lord has 

done for the nations, how can they rebel against Him!" God has provided for their basic needs, 

guided them, kept them alive, and sent a Saviour to bring forgiveness and eternal life. Yet, from 

Genesis to the crucifixion of Christ to the battle of Armageddon, the Bible records humanity's foolish 

and futile rebellions against the will of the Creator.  

The world leaders try to break natural and spiritual laws that the Lord has established for their good. 

But the attempt is futile because the only true freedom comes from submitting to God and doing His 

will. Freedom without authority is anarchy, and anarchy destroys.  

The nations’ rebellion isn’t against “God”; after all, acknowledging God is evidence of religious 

tolerance, the real issue is Jesus Christ, the Son of God. The one thing the nations can agree on is 

“We will not have this Man to reign over us” Luke 19:14.  

God is neither worried nor afraid as man rages against Him. He merely laughs from His Throne. After 

all, to God, the greatest rulers are but grass to be cut down, and the strongest nations are only drops 

in the bucket (Isa. 40:6–8, 12–17).  

Today, God is speaking to the nations in His grace and calling them to trust His Son. Because they are 

accountable to God for how they govern the world (Rom. 13), the enthroned King speaks to the 

nations and announces, "I will declare the decree" informing the nations that God rules His creation 

based on sovereign decrees. When we maintain these laws, the country prospers.  

The King has an extraordinary assignment and place of ministry for His people. As we discover our 

place in His Kingdom, the King reveals that Christians uniquely shape nations. 
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Introduction 

“In selecting men for office, let principle be your guide. Regard not the particular sect or 

denomination of the candidate—look to his character . . . It is alleged by men of loose principles, or 

defective views of the subject, that religion and morality are not necessary or important 

qualifications for political stations. But the Scriptures teach a different doctrine. They direct that 

rulers should be men who rule in the fear of God, able men, such as fear God, men of truth, hating 

covetousness... When a citizen gives his vote to a man of known immorality, he abuses his civic 

responsibility; he sacrifices not only his interest but that of his neighbour; he betrays the interest of 

his country." —NOAH WEBSTER (1758–1843) 

Citizenship in a democracy is a blessing from God. Our great system of self-government assures 

every Christian an opportunity to have a voice in the affairs of our nation South Africa. It allows us to 

say by our actions, "May Your will be done on earth, as it is in heaven." Just as in the church and the 

home, God wants us to do His will in the government.  

In the Bible, we are called to be ambassadors for Christ, "Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, 

God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God" 2 cor. 

5:20. We are ambassadors with a message. An ambassador is a minister of the highest rank, 

employed by the king or state to manage the affairs of the king or state. The ambassador represents 

the kingdom's culture, principles, and values.  

The ambassador is sent to represent the kingdom or state as if the king himself were present to do 

the work. Ambassadors make the will of the king known to the country they have been sent to 

represent. In other words, they are on a diplomatic mission on behalf of the king. In any country, to 

hold the title of an ambassador is an honorable and respected position. We are the Lord's 

ambassadors, sent to represent Him in this world Luke 10:1–24.  

The ambassador cannot impose his will upon the foreign nation, and he is to represent the kingdom 

and the king at all times. The culture, values, and principles of the king are his sole mandate. He 

cannot change or alter the king's purpose for the diplomatic mission. As Christians, we are 

ambassadors for Christ. We represent King Jesus and His Kingdom. To represent our King is an 

honorable position and comes with immense responsibility.  

 

What is the King's mandate for us as ambassadors? 

We are to make the Kingdom of God known on Earth. The Kingdom's culture, values, and principles 

are all found in the King's constitution, the Word of God. We cannot alter it, nor is the Word open to 

private interpretation. As ambassadors, we represent the King and His Word. He has committed to 

us the ministry and the word of reconciliation (2 Cor. 5:18–19). 

In the Roman Empire, there were two kinds of provinces: senatorial provinces and imperial 

provinces. The senatorial provinces were made up of people who were peaceful and not at war with 

Rome. They had surrendered and submitted. But the imperial provinces were not friendly; they were 

dangerous because they would rebel against Rome if they could.  

Rome needed to send ambassadors to the imperial provinces to make sure that rebellion did not 

break out. Since Christians in this world are the ambassadors of Christ, this means that the world is 

in rebellion against God. This world is an "imperial province" as far as God is concerned.  



 

 

 

He has sent His ambassadors, you and I, into the world to declare peace, not war. “Be ye reconciled 

to God!” We represent Jesus Christ “For we do not preach ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord, and 

ourselves your bondservants for Jesus’ sake” John 20:21; 2 Cor. 4:5. 

If sinners reject us and our message, it is Jesus Christ who they reject. What a great privilege it is to 

be heaven's ambassadors to the rebellious sinners of this world! To hear Christ’s ambassadors 

means to hear Him, and to despise His representatives means to despise Him. “So Jesus said to them 

again, “Peace to you! As the Father has sent Me, I also send you.” John 20:21. The way a nation 

treats an ambassador is the way it treats the government the ambassador represents.  

Our King rewards us for what we do. When people receive us, they welcome the King, for we are His 

representatives. Matthew 10: 40–42.  

God has not declared war on the world; at the cross, He announced peace. But one day, He will 

declare war; and then it will be too late for those who have rejected the Saviour (2 Thess. 1:3–10). 

Satan is seeking to tear everything apart in this world, and he works hard to deceive the nations and 

destroy life and love on Earth. Jesus said of him, "The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, 

and to destroy. I have come that they may have life and that they may have it more abundantly." 

 King Jesus and His church are involved in the ministry of reconciliation, bringing things back 

together again and back to God. Our diplomatic assignment as ambassadors is a public assignment 

and not private. Jesus described our public office this way "You are the light of the world. A city on a 

hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a basket. Instead, they set it 

on a stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house." 

Our assignment as ambassadors starts with ourselves. If we are to be transformational Kingdom 

agents, then transformation must begin with ourselves. We cannot give what we do not own. The 

Bible calls these "clouds without water"; they look the part but have no substance. It then moves 

onto our families; families are the immunity to society, strong families build strong communities, 

strong communities build strong nations. We are called to be ambassadors and influence culture 

and, ultimately, the wellbeing of the nation.  

We are called to represent Christ here on Earth and be salt and light in a dark dying world. We were 

born to influence; however, not many believers live influential. They do not connect success with 

influence, and as a result, they are influenced instead of the influencer. Suppose we as believers do 

not engage in the affairs of life and influence key areas of society. In that case, the moral fiber of our 

country will deteriorate, and freedom will ultimately be at a high cost.  

One of the most important principles a believer can learn is to position themselves in influence. 

When Jesus called us salt and light, he was referring to the principle of influence. Jesus said it this 

way: “You are the salt of the earth. . .. You are the light of the world. . .. Let your light shine before 

others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven” (Mt 5:13– 16).  

 

We are to influence the nine critical areas of society. 

(Church, Sport, Government, Education, Art, Health, Family, Media, and Business). 

The key to transformation is influence, not an imposition. There is a considerable difference 

between the two, which could determine success or failure in our endeavor to transform society.  

 



 

 

 

What is the difference between influence and imposition? 

Influence is earned; it does not come instantaneously; we have to grow our influence intentionally. 

All growth is intentional. The only part of our lives that does not require deliberate development is 

biological growth. If nourished and cared for, our bodies grow automatically; we move from infancy, 

childhood, adolescence, to adulthood without being intentional.  

If we want to impact society positively, we have to become intentional about our growth, especially 

when being a kingdom citizen of influence. The "world" often views a religious person as an 

annoyance. A religious person tries to impose their agenda on you. We impose when we have no 

influence.  

The key to fulfilling the Great Commission will essentially hang on our ability to influence society. 

The goal of all "kingdoms "is influence. When we study the book of Genesis, God's original plan was 

to influence the Earth with Heaven's culture. We see the same plan threaded through the New 

Testament.  

Author of The 21 Irrefutable Laws of Leadership, John C Maxwell, says, "The greater the impact you 

want to make, the greater your influence needs to be." In 2017 I felt burdened to evangelize the 

many sex workers in the South of Johannesburg. I assembled a small group of church volunteers who 

had the same passion for reaching the sex workers. Usually, we had around eight to ten volunteers 

made up of both males and females.  

I was surprised at how young the ladies were that walked the streets. One of the ladies told me she 

had started to prostitute herself from the age of 14 already. On one occasion, and I will never forget 

this incident, a lady walked up to me with tears streaming down her cheeks begged me to find her a 

safe place to stay. I can still recall her desperation even as I write this section. Her body was severely 

beaten and covered with scars.  

While speaking with her, a vehicle drove by us and stopped a short distance away, switched its lights 

off, and just waited. Sudden terror appeared on this lady's face. While staring at the vehicle, she 

begged me once again to please take her to a safe place. Thinking of a way to help, I paused for a 

few seconds, and then as I began to talk to her, she started to walk towards the vehicle. She seemed 

almost lifeless walking away. She climbed into the car, and they drove off. I never saw that young 

lady again.  

How did I earn the trust of these girls? Well, let me take you back a few weeks. We usually went out 

in the early evening to reach the girls, and on one Thursday evening, as I was getting ready to meet 

up with the team, the Lord spoke to my heart about how I was to approach street evangelism. The 

Holy Spirit said, “Take no Bible, no Bible tracks, do not introduce yourself as a Pastor, and do not 

quote scripture until I tell you to do so.” 

I remember feeling disarmed and vulnerable as all the things that I relied on were removed. I had to 

do something that I hadn’t done in a very long time. I had to get to know strangers without relying 

on titles and traditional methods. Stripped of the familiar, all I had was a heart filled with 

unconditional love.  

Instead of winning souls for the Kingdom like a gunslinger notching up wins on his belt, I got to earn 

trust through love. One precious person at a time. Learn their names, hear their stories and feel their 

brokenness. After about two weeks, something incredible happened. I was walking down the road 

with some of the outreach members to greet the regular girls. As I arrived, one of the girls greeted 

me with “Hello, Pastor.” I had earned the right to speak into their lives.  



 

 

 

The ministry became so influential that pimps were assigned to follow me in their cars as I walked 

down the road. On one occasion, we had made all the arrangements for the girls to come to church. 

The transportation was arranged, and we were excited to see them; however, no one arrived. I 

found out that Sunday evening that the girls were locked up in a house with a chain around the 

security gate.  

Every one of the girls was sent to Cape Town and Durban to prevent the team from speaking to 

them. Although we were disappointed by this news, we managed to love the unlovely in the time 

given to us.  

I can tell you so many stories like this. The point of the story is that I believe that the body of Christ 

has learned to rely on methods instead of influence. Who knows what the political landscape holds 

for us as a nation in the years to come? We need to return to the pureness of ministry like the early 

church.  

As believers, we must remember that politics cannot do what the church can do. Politics cannot 

solve spiritual problems. The problems of our world are pre-politics.  

Before politics, there was creation. God created paradise and said it was good. He is the source of 

life. God created us for a relationship, first with Him and then with each other.  

Before politics, there was the fall. Adam and Eve fell from perfection, and sin entered the world. 

Instead of God being the source, humankind made themselves their source, and the result was they 

thought they could get knowledge and wisdom apart from the Source. Instead of replicating the 

Kingdom, they created religions and ideologies. They no longer needed God and had taken a step 

away from their role of 

dependency on Him.  

Here is a snapshot of how the 

roles changed after the Fall: 

The result was broken 

relationships, first with God, then 

with each other.  

Before politics, there was the 

promise of redemption (Gen 

3:15). God sent His Son into the 

Wold to die for all people. In redemption, we return to God as our source. We can return to a 

relationship with God and with each other. Connections are now able to be restored. We can find 

help outside of ourselves.  

The most beautiful words found in the English language can be found in John 3:16 “For God so loved 

the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but 

have everlasting life.” Through salvation, “…God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not 

counting people’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation.” 

We have a priceless message of reconciliation and work to do in South Africa. As ambassadors for 

Christ, it is of massive importance that we learn to influence society instead of imposing our 

worldview on others that draws them away. What are some principles of influence?  

 



 

 

 

Principles of Influence 

Listening 

The first principle of influence is listening. Even at 12 years of age, Jesus was listening and asking 

questions. He never grew out of the habit. Before ministering to needy people or telling them about 

the kingdom, Jesus took the time to listen. He knew that to connect with people’s hearts, he had to 

use his ears. Luke 2:42-52. People are so desperate these days to be heard. We live in an age where 

we have never been more connected than any other century because of social media, yet we feel 

more emotionally disconnected and misunderstood. Every person has three cries of the heart: 

• Hear me. 

• Notice me. 

• Understand me. 

When believers hear them, notice them, and understand them, we gain influence. Learn to ask 

questions and allow the other person to speak without interrupting. We learn more by asking 

questions and listening than we do by talking. If we are going to influence society for Jesus, learn to 

listen. 

Add Value 

Influence is increased by living an intentional life. It does not come by accident; we have to be 

intentional with growing our influence. President And CEO of The John Maxwell Co. Mark Cole says, 

"At the end of the day, there are two types of people: the ones who give value, and the ones who 

receive value. Influence is always gained by giving value." The principle of adding value, he says, is by 

choosing to do five things daily. 

• Choose to Value people.   

• Think of ways to add value to people.  

• Look for ways to value people. 

• Do things that add value to people. 

• Encourage others to add value to people. 

 

The Bible says, "how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power, who went 

about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him." Acts 

10:38. Whatever happened to just doing good? Intentionally seeking ways to add value to someone 

is part of our testimony as Christians. The Bible says that God anointed Jesus with the Holy Spirit and 

power to do good and heal all those oppressed of the devil.   

As believers, we underestimate the power of kindness in action, adding value to our families, 

workplace, and neighborhoods. What would happen to our families and society if the vast majority 

of South Africans intentionally added value to one person every day?  

An intention has never touched anybody, and a feeling without action has never blessed anyone's 

life. When we live to add value, we are intentional about growing our influence in society.               

We are strategic about putting kindness into action. We are constantly looking for ways to add value 

to people to influence family, friends, and neighborhoods for the glory of God.  

 



 

 

 

Motivation  

From a purely human standpoint, this is the highest type of influence. It has been said that people 

are naturally motivated, but as we age, we become de-motivated. We need someone to help us plug 

into our inner yearning to do something significant. The Kingdom citizen who motivates others 

understands that the people do want to act but need someone to come alongside them to 

encourage them to get up and do it. Action becomes the result of inward desire plus external 

stimulation.  

The market for motivational speakers is enormous in the business market. The information 

presented is not necessarily new, but it engages their passion and longing to do something great. 

When a Kingdom citizen says, “We are nation builders,” it motivates society to keep building. The 

message engages our souls with words we need and wants to hear. The word “motivate” is taken 

from the same root as “movement.”  

We are moved when someone speaks to our inward desires to be more and do more for society and 

the Kingdom of God.  

Everyone enjoys giving good advice, and how wonderful it is to say the right thing at the right time! 

Proverbs 15:23 TLB.  

Persuasion 

Persuasion means: "through sweetness." When we persuade someone, we convince that person 

with positive words. When people are persuaded, they have engaged their entire soul, mind, will, 

and emotions. With persuasion, the person sees the benefits of working with and for the other 

person. While it may have taken significant time for someone to talk them into something, they are 

not forced to act, and they become hungry to perform. They do not have to do it; they want to do it. 

Now when the congregation had broken up, many of the Jews and devout proselytes followed Paul 

and Barnabas, who, speaking to them, persuaded them to continue in the grace of God. Acts 13:43. 

When people impose upon others, they often use threats and manipulation. It is the complete 

opposite of influence through persuasion. We do not attack people or impose upon people; we 

influence them. Our goal is to convince, not offend. 

 

Spiritual Authority 

Not everyone has it, nor is it easy to wrap your arms around. It is influence that is derived from the 

life of the believer and the presence of God. When a Christian has spiritual authority, God prompts 

His people to act through that person, but it is divine. It is not dependent upon eloquence or social 

media presence. It is not reliant on physical appearance. It is not reliant on having a brilliant or 

trained mind.  

When a Christian has authority, people act knowing that they connect with someone more 

significant than themselves. Influence can be frightening to the believer. They know it is more potent 

than they are, and they do not want to abuse it. This is why God often chooses to break a Christian 

in the right place before He uses him profoundly.  



 

 

 

Our Lord knows power can be entrusted only to those who are conformed to His image. God is 

looking for believers that are willing to serve others. Consequently, we most often see spiritual 

authority flowing from a believer committed to helping those who follow. 

David modeled servant leadership and gained spiritual authority. Do people see you as a servant? 

Joseph was a man that carried God's presence, and the scripture kept saying: "But God was with 

Joseph . . ." People could sense the presence of God and the anointing on his life to do something 

great. Do people sense God's presence in your life?  

God so used Daniel that whenever kings did not know what to do, they called on Daniel. There was a 

gift in Daniel that made him competent for each challenge facing the nation. Do people look to you 

for direction? Paul got at least part of his authority this way. While he was a brilliant mind and a 

servant's heart, people followed his passion. He had spiritual convictions that won the respect of 

those who even disagreed with him. Do your beliefs win the respect of others?  

 

Influence in the Bible:  

Influence shows up clearly in the scripture. 

• We are commanded to manage our influence with others. (Colossians 4:5-6) 

• We are called “salt” and “light” in the world, implying influence on it. (Matthew 5:13-14) 

• We are told not to be influenced by evil but to influence evil. (Romans 12:21) 

• The apostle Paul was forthright and unashamed regarding his ambition to influence others 

for the Kingdom of God. “Therefore, knowing the fear of God, we persuade men . . .”            

(1 Corinthians 5:11) 

British statesman Edmund Burke said, “All that is necessary for the triumph of evil is for good men to 

do nothing.” We need to learn how to engage in social and national transformation actively. Citizens 

dedicated to God are the primary resource for preserving our freedoms, including the freedom to 

serve and worship Him. We must grow in influence.  

 

Understanding their World 

As we learn to become ambassadors of influence for the Kingdom of Heaven, we must understand 

the world of those whom we will try to influence. Here are fundamental principles to consider 

before entering into discussions of social or national importance.  

I. Understand their concepts or ideas of law, sport, politics, and government. 

II. Identify their interests in life. To identify does not mean agreement it just means to 

understand a worldview from their perspective. 

III. Use illustrations from up-to-date sources so that you can engage in relevant discussion.  

IV. Focus on principles rather than facts. Principles never change; facts do. Principles are 

spiritual laws created by God, and they are unchangeable. Facts tend to divide instead of 

connecting us.  

V. Quote sources of authority instead of religion. If we quote scripture straight away, we will 

not gain influence without earning the right through emotion + intellect.  

VI. Focus on Kingdom values and morals, not traditions.  

 



 

 

 

“Seek first to understand, then to be understood” - Stephen Covey. 

The world we live in is experiencing significant changes in many areas. The pace at which we are 

experiencing change is alarmingly quick. Today's world is experiencing political confusion globally; 

the whole world is frustrated by the shortcomings of government, with corruption being at the 

center of that confusion. The need for righteous government is unbelievably essential.  

We see constitutional revision by governments to keep up with the change in cultures and pressure 

from the global community. Social transitions are at the forefront of political change. What was once 

a moral virtue and foundation is no longer accepted as a social norm. The debate over transgender 

identity is one of those areas of social transition.  

Author Abigail Shrier in her book Irreversible Damage, states, “Gender dysphoria—formerly known 

as “gender identity disorder”—is characterized by a severe and persistent discomfort in one’s 

biological sex. 8 It typically begins in early childhood—ages two to four—though it may grow more 

severe in adolescence. But in most cases—nearly 70 percent— childhood gender dysphoria resolves. 

9 Historically, it afflicted a tiny sliver of the population (roughly .01 percent) and almost exclusively 

boys. Before 2012, in fact, there was no scientific literature on girls ages eleven to twenty-one ever 

having developed gender dysphoria at all. 

In the last decade, that has changed, and dramatically. The Western world has seen a sudden surge 

of adolescents claiming to have gender dysphoria and self-identifying as “transgender.” For the first 

time in medical history, natal girls are not only present among those so identifying—they constitute 

the majority. 10 

Why? What happened? How did an age group that had always been the minority of those afflicted 

(adolescents) come to form the majority? Perhaps more significantly—why did the sex ratio flip: from 

overwhelmingly boys, to majority adolescent girls?”... 

Today believers need to be grace extenders while bearing up the light of God's Truth. It is a tricky 

time, and it will take a lot of wisdom to navigate these synthetic social transitions.  

Nations around the world are struggling with competing Ideologies. Even old ideologies are being 

revisited in search of that elusive utopian society. Should race and equality be set above values and 

liberty in search of a better world?  

The redefinition of words is at the forefront of cultural change. Why the emphasis on redefining 

words? Are words that important? After all, isn’t it just semantics? Semantics refers to the intricacies 

surrounding the meaning and interpretation of language like words. So words are important. Words 

exist so that we do not discriminate one thing from another. Without words, we have chaos.  

Words shape how we think. They color how we view the world. The redefining of terms in their 

primary purpose is to deceive and blur the lines. Here is a popular one at present. Have you heard 

the saying living my truth? Truth is reality regardless of any individual's feelings or perceptions. The 

phrase my truth is how I perceive things irrespective of how they are. My truth needs to be weighed 

against reality. Feelings and perceptions often change when confronted with reality. The sobering 

truth about reality is that reality always wins.  

The Word truth in John 17:17, “Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth.”  is also the word for 

reality. The Word of God introduces us to the reality of what the world is like and who I am. We 

must remember that truth, in its very definition, is exclusive. You cannot have two opposing truths in 

the same sentence, and both be true.  



 

 

 

Words are important because whoever controls the definition of words controls the culture. The 

world knows it, and Kingdom ambassadors need to become aware of it.  

Technological advancement has led to moral and philosophical debates. As technology advances and 

our world becomes more advanced, we see mental health issues arise. The American Academy of 

Pediatrics has warned about the potential for adverse effects of social media in young kids and 

teens, including cyber-bullying and "Facebook depression." But the same risks may be actual for 

adults across generations.  

Our need for intimate connection cannot be satisfied through social media. We are created for 

intimacy.  

https://www.forbes.com/sites/alicegwalton/2017/06/30/a-run-down-of-social-medias-effects-on-

our-mental-health/?sh=691fbb982e5a 

We see religious conflict being stirred up around the world. Wall Street Journal featured an article 

titled The Rise of Woke Anti-Semitism it says, “There’s something especially unsettling about the 

newest eruption of the oldest hatred. Anti-Semitism has been so routine and enduring a part of 

human history that it’s easy to become almost numb to fresh instances of it.” According to the 

Federal Bureau of Investigation in 2019, of the 1,715 victims of anti-religious hate crimes: 60.2 

percent were victims of crimes motivated by offenders’ anti-Jewish bias.  

Will religious freedom be threatened as we enter into a new age? Will globalization nullify national 

sovereignty? With the pressure of global conformity, I assume national sovereignty exists in theory 

rather than practice.  

Religious freedom is enshrined in the Constitution of South Africa; however, competing ideologies 

are influencing constitutional revision, and the right to religious freedom is always one generation 

away from being removed.  

“Freedom is never more than one generation away from extinction. We didn't pass it to our children 

in the bloodstream. It must be fought for, protected, and handed on for them to do the same” -

Ronald Reagan 

As mentioned earlier, the right to freedom of religion is enshrined in the Constitution of South 

Africa. Chapter 2 of the Constitution of South Africa, containing the Bill of Rights, states that 

everyone has the right to freedom of religion, belief, and opinion. Section 9, the equality clause, 

prohibits unfair discrimination on various grounds including religion.[6] Section 15 allows religious 

observances in state and state-aided institutions, provided they follow public authority rules, they 

are conducted on an equitable basis and attendance is free and voluntary, and also provides for the 

recognition of religious legal systems and marriages that are not inconsistent with the 

Constitution.[7] Section 31 protects the right of persons belonging to a religious community to 

practice their religion together with other members of that community and form voluntary religious 

associations.[8] 

Various other provisions of the Constitution relating to religion and religious freedom. Sections 185 

and 186 provide for a commission for the promotion and protection of the rights of cultural, 

religious, and linguistic communities.[9] In addition, human rights such as the right to human dignity, 

the right to freedom of expression, and the right to freedom of association relate indirectly to the 

protection of religious freedom. The right to freedom of expression does not extend to hate speech 

based on various grounds including religion.[10] 

https://www.forbes.com/sites/alicegwalton/2017/06/30/a-run-down-of-social-medias-effects-on-our-mental-health/?sh=691fbb982e5a
https://www.forbes.com/sites/alicegwalton/2017/06/30/a-run-down-of-social-medias-effects-on-our-mental-health/?sh=691fbb982e5a


 

 

 

Section 234 of the Constitution makes allowance for charters of rights consistent with the 

Constitution to be adopted by Parliament. Section 234 states "In order to deepen the culture of 

democracy established by the Constitution, Parliament may adopt Charters of Rights consistent with 

the provisions of the Constitution".[3] The Service Charter for Victims of Crime in South Africa was 

approved by Parliament in accordance with this constitutional provision on 1 December 2004. 

According to the CIA World Factbook - November 27, 2020, the religious demographics of South 

Africa stand as the following:  

Christian 86%, ancestral, tribal, animist, or other traditional African religions 5.4%, Muslim 1.9%, 

other 1.5%, nothing in particular 5.2% (2015 est.) 

Millions of the people in South Africa profess faith in Jesus Christ. We need Christians to understand 

the importance of their role and faithfully do the work that was set out for us to do by Jesus when 

He said, “Engage in business until I come back.” Luke 19:13.  

Charles Haddon Spurgeon wisely said, “the gracious and faithful man obtains more grace and more 

means of usefulness, while the unfaithful man sinks lower and lower and grows worse and worse. We 

must either make progress or else lose what we have attained. There is no such thing as standing still 

in religion.” 

On Ascension Day, 500 people witnessed the Lord ascend into Heaven; however, only 120 believers 

of the 500 met together on Pentecost (Acts 1:15); never less before that day ended, there were 

3,000 more added to the church (Acts 2:41). And before long, there were 5,000 believers (Acts 4:4). 

Before long, the Jewish leaders accused the disciples of “filling Jerusalem” with the message (Acts 

5:28). Our Lord is Mighty and is searching for those who will simply take Him at His Word.  

By stepping into our privileged position as ambassadors for Christ, we can be used by God to set this 

nation on a new course of righteousness for His glory. From the Book of Acts to the book of 

Revelation, the past demonstrates again and again that a handful of dedicated individuals who band 

together can change the course of history.  

Charles Finney, who helped introduce half a million Americans to Christ, wrote in 1835: "The time 

has come that Christians must vote for honest men and take consistent ground in politics, or the Lord 

will curse them . . . God cannot sustain this free and blessed country, which we love and pray for 

unless the Church will take right ground. Politics are a part of religion in such a country as this, and 

Christians must do their duty to the country as part of their duty to God . . . God will bless or curse 

this nation according to the course Christians take in politics."  

His words are no less valid for us today. Our nation’s course is up to us. 

Mark Twain understood the importance of a Christian's responsibility as a citizen. He wrote: "A 

Christian's first duty is to God. It then follows, as a matter of course, that he must carry his Christian 

code of morals to the polls and vote them . . . If Christians should vote their duty to God at the polls, 

they would carry every election, and do it with ease . . . it would bring about a moral revolution that 

would be incalculably beneficent. It would save the country." 1 Collier’s Magazine (September 2, 

1905): 17. 

 

 



 

 

 

The goal of this book is a revitalized realization that faith in our Lord implies obligation and duty to 

serve Him in all areas of life, including citizenship. It is essential that, as believers, we learn how to 

practice our citizenship for His glory.  

 

“And that, knowing the time, that now [it is] high time to awake out of sleep: for now [is] our 

salvation nearer than when we believed.” Romans 13:11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Chapter One 

Pray for the Nation 

“God shapes the world by prayer. The more prayer there is in the world, the better the world will be, 
the mightier the forces of against evil …” E.M. Bounds 

At Decision America Tar-heel State Tour, October 2nd, 2019, Rev. Franklin Graham said, “We need to 
pray for our nation, we need to pray for the president. The Bible commands us to pray for those that 
are in authority. We need to pray for all of our elected leaders regardless of their political persuasion. 
I don't believe there's any hope for our country outside of God; he said, “Politicians aren't going to be 
able to solve these problems. Only God can solve it." 

The same is certainly true of our nation South Africa. A nation will not rise higher than the prayers of 
its Kingdom citizens. We need believers that are willing to intercede for their leaders and their 
people. These days we have great orators of the Word, men, and women that can stand and stir up a 
church with beautiful sermons.  

Our nation needs Christians who can get down on their knees and pray Heaven down to Earth. In 
both Jewish and Christian tradition, the phrase “the desire of all nations” (Hag. 2:7) has been 
generally interpreted as a messianic title of Christ. The world's nations inwardly desire what Christ 
alone can give, whether they recognize this spiritual yearning or not. 

The Spirit and the bride say, “Come.” And let the one who hears say, “Come.” And let the one who is 
thirsty come; let the one who wishes take the water of life without cost (Rev 22:17).  

What a wonderful invitation our God offers to all those who thirst for eternal life through His Son 
Jesus Christ.  

The Lord is still looking for men and women who will take their stand for the moral law of God, stand 
in the gap at the wall, and confront the enemy with God’s help. As you study history, you meet godly 
men and women who dared to resist the prevalent evils of their day and dare to expose the breaks 
in the wall and seek to mend them.   

The Lord is still looking for intercessors who will cry out to Him for mercy and a return to holiness. 
How sad it would be if He found no one in South Africa willing to intercede for His nation. Scripture 
gives as a heartbreaking account where the Lord found no champion willing to intercede “He saw 
that there was no man, And was amazed that there was no one to intercede [on behalf of truth and 
right] Therefore His own arm brought salvation to Him, And His own righteousness sustained Him.”        
(Isa. 59:16).  

We need to pray that God will send revival to South Africa and that millions of our citizens will put 
their faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour. And that Christians will dedicate themselves to God to 
live Christ-centred lives, actively serving others within their families, churches, and our nation. 

“For I will pour out water on the thirsty land And streams on the dry ground; I will pour out My Spirit 
on your offspring And My blessing on your descendants.” This promise is still for South Africa today.  

It has been said that Mary Queen of Scots feared John Knox's prayers more than all her enemies. Our 
country needs men and women with that same spirit. Men and women can stand between the living 
and the dead and pray God's blessing upon our nation.  



 

 

 

God’s Promise to a Repentant Nation 

It is undeniable that South Africa is a country caught up in numerous social ills; we are facing an 
unprecedented moral crisis, as well as a potential economic disaster. God alone holds the solution to 
our nation's problems, and we have the key. The healing of our nation begins with the prayers of His 
people. "If my people who are called by my name will humble themselves and pray and seek my face 
and turn from their wicked ways, I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sins and restore their 
land” (2 Chronicles 7:14).  

God promises us that He will 

a. He will hear our prayers. 
b. He will forgive our sins. 
c. He will heal our nation. 

Praying for the Nation  

Praying for the nation is of supreme importance. It is our spiritual and civic duty. It is a faith project. 
God's Word is the answer to our problems. We must delve deeply into God's Word so that our heart 
becomes fixed and established on His Word (Psalm. 112). 

Once we begin delving into God's Word, faith rises in our heart, and we move from fear to faith, 
from faith to God-confidence. We gain confidence that God can do what He said He would do 
through the promises of His Word. "Do not throw away your confidence; it will be richly rewarded" 
(Heb.10:35 NIV). I have had the privilege of preaching the gospel in more than 60 schools in 
Johannesburg and when I step onto the stage, not once has the platform collapsed. And neither do I 
expect the platform to give in; I am confident that it will support my weight while speaking.  

That is what the Word produces in our hearts a sense of God-confidence. Without even pondering 
whether His Word will work, we step out onto the stage of life and watch our Faithful God honor His 
Word.  

As believers, we must learn to order our conversations correctly. We often, with good intentions, 
talk about problems on a personal and national level that is opposite to God's Word. God knows and 
understands the challenges we face; that is why He gave us His Word, a spiritual weapon to deal 
with life's challenges.  

Have you ever met a Christian with a sincere heart talk about all their problems over coffee and then 
at the end of the fellowship tag the phrase “I'm praying over this situation”? What would happen if 
we spent more of our time speaking God's promises and celebrating His faithfulness.?  

We are not to be ignorant concerning God's Word. God desires for us to be successful, filled with a 
full, deep, and precise knowledge of His will, which is His Word. We must learn to line our daily 
conversations with God's Word.  

"Let no foul or polluting language, nor evil word nor unwholesome or worthless talk [ever] come out 
of your mouth, but only such [speech] as is good and beneficial to the spiritual progress of others, as 
is fitting to the need and the occasion, that it may be a blessing and give grace (God's favor) to those 
who hear it. And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God [do not offend or vex or sadden Him], by Whom 
you were sealed (marked, branded as God's own, secured) for the day of redemption (of final 
deliverance through Christ from evil and the consequences of sin). Ephesians 4:29, 30 AMP  



 

 

 

Talk about the answer, not the problem. The answer is in God's Word. Praying Gods Word is mighty. 
Our mouths must speak faith, for faith is what pleases God (Heb. 11:6). We hold His Word up to Him 
in prayer, and our Father sees Himself in His Word. We put Him in remembrance of His Word (Isa. 
43:26), asking Him for what we need in the name of His Son, Jesus. When we pray according to His 
Word, He hears us, and we know we have what we ask of Him because we pray according to His 
Word (1 John 5:14,15). 

God did not leave us without His thoughts and His ways for the challenges of life. His Word is His 
covenant with humanity. God desires us to pray to Him, and He promises in Word that He will 
answer and show us great and mighty things (Jer. 33:3). Yes, South Africa has a lot of challenges; 
however, God is greater than what we are facing in this country.  

Believe the Word, speak the Word, and act on it; his Word is filled with its active power. The Bible 
says, "For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates 
even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart." 
It often demands us to change our attitudes and behaviors toward the person or situation.  

Once we have prayed God's Word, we need to learn to praise God for the victory before any answer 
to prayer occurs. As believers, the privilege we have is that we get to walk by faith and not by sight 
(2 Cor. 5:7). We look at the promises of God's Word and not the storms of life. It is certainly not 
easy, but as we mature as believers, we learn to look towards God's Word, discipline our 
conversations and pray the answer, which is God's Word. 

Listen, South Africa, we have been through a lot as a nation; however, I still believe that better days 
are ahead. I am learning to rest in His grace.  

The Bible tells us to come boldly to the throne of grace and obtain mercy and find grace to help in 
time of need appropriate and well-timed help (Heb. 4:16). I often imagine myself standing before 
God's Throne, bringing my prayers before Him. It brings a sense of awe and reverence to me, 
knowing that I am standing in His presence on Holy ground.  

In Ephesians 6, we are instructed to take the Sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God, and "pray 
at all times on every occasion, in every season in the Spirit, with all [manner of] prayer and entreaty" 
(Eph. 6:18 AMP). 

 As believers, we are privileged that we do not need a special place to pray or a specific posture in 
which we need to pray. We get to pray to a living God at any time and any place. And the most 
beautiful thing is that your Father God is always ready to hear your prayers.  

Did you know that our prayers are continually before the Father and kept in Golden bowls as 
insense? “And when he had taken it, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down 
before the Lamb. Each one had a harp and they were holding golden bowls full of incense, which are 
the prayers of God’s people.” (Rev 5:8). That is how precious our prayers are to God.  

In 1 Timothy 2, we are commanded and urged that "petitions, prayers, intercessions, and 
thanksgivings be offered on behalf of all men" (1 Tim. 2:1 AMP). Prayer is our responsibility as 
Kingdom citizens. In the name of Jesus, we pray to the Father through the Holy Spirit, according to 
the Word!  

When you feel that your prayers are taking too long to be answered or the devil tries to bring doubt 
into your mind that your prayers will not get answered, do not be moved.  



 

 

 

God watches over His Word to perform it (Jer. 1:12). As you pray according to His Word, your Father 
hears you; you are His child and are living and walking in the truth (God's Word) 3 John 4.  

An Ordinary Man prayed for his Nation 

James the brother of Jesus gives us an amazing example of practical prayer life in (James 5:17–18). 

James named Elijah an ordinary person like you and me as an example of a "righteous man" whose 
prayers released power. "The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective" (James 5:16 NIV). 
The background of this incident is found in 1Kings 17—18. Wicked King Ahab and Jezebel, his queen, 
had led the nation Israel away from the Lord and into the worship of Baal. God punished the nation 
by holding back the rain they needed (see Deut. 28:12, 23). 

For three and one-half years, the heavens were brass, and the Earth could not produce the 
necessary crops for life. Then Elijah challenged the priests of Baal on Mount Carmel. All-day long, the 
priests cried out to their god, but no answer came. At the time of the evening sacrifice, Elijah 
repaired the altar and prepared the gift. He prayed but once, and fire came from heaven to consume 
the sacrifice. He had proven that Jehovah was the true God. But the nation still needed rain. Elijah 
went to the top of Carmel and fell before the Lord in prayer. 

He prayed and sent his servant seven times to see if there was evidence of rain, and the seventh 
time his servant saw a little cloud like a man’s fist. Before long, there was a great rain, and the nation 
was saved. 

Do we need "God's blessing" today? As a nation, we certainly need the rain of Heaven upon our 
Nation. "Elijah was a man just like us," (5:17NIV). He was not perfect; thank God we do not need to 
be perfect to have answered prayers. We are ordinary people saved by grace, standing before the 
Throne of grace and receiving answered prayers by grace through faith.  

God’s promises of answered prayer are for all His children; Elijah prayed in faith, for God told him He 
would send the rain (1 Kings 18:1).  

You cannot separate the Word of God and prayer, for, in His Word, He gives us the promises that we 
claim when we pray Elijah was persistent, fervent in his prayers (James 5:17–18). On Mount Carmel, 
Elijah continued to pray for rain until his servant reported “a cloud the size of a man’s hand.”  

Prayer power is the most incredible power in the world today. The Bible says, “Tremendous power is 
made available through a good man’s earnest prayer” (James 5:16). 

A local hospital once called me to come and pray for a baby girl in the ICU; when I arrived, the nurse 
allowed me into the ICU; I met with the family and nurses at the child's bed and prayed that God 
would heal that little girl. I did not know what was wrong with the little girl; I simply just prayed. 

 The following day the father of the child called me to let me know the seriousness of the situation 
with the little girl. He said, “Pastor, last night when you arrived to pray for my daughter did the nurse 
tell you why you were there? I said, “To pray for your daughter that was not well.” He replied with 
these words that I will never forget “No, they wanted you to come and pray last rights over my 
daughter as they did not think she was going to make it through the night.” I was surprised by what 
the father said. Then he said something even more amazing. “Pastor, they are letting us take her 
home today as she is well enough to come home.” Today that precious little girl is a teenager. Isn't 
Jesus wonderful?  



 

 

 

The Bible says Elijah prayed for his nation, and God answered prayer. We need to pray for our nation 
today, that God will bring conviction and revival, and God’s blessings will come to the land. One of 
the first responsibilities of the local church and all Kingdom citizens is to pray for government 
leaders (1 Tim. 2:1–3). 

A Nations Invisible War  

In Daniel 10:10-21, Cyrus, king of Persia, summoned Daniel to interpret the king's dream. He was 
standing at the river Tigris when a vision was given to him, and he saw a man who was Christ 
appearing before His time. He only noticed that vision; however, the men with him fled and hid in 
terror. So powerful was the presence of God that Daniels's strength was drained from him, and his 
face became pale. He fell to the ground face first.  

The scene suddenly switches to Daniel being awoken by an angel, probably the angel Gabriel. A 
conversation takes place that gives us incredible insight into an invisible war that rages over the 
nations of the Earth. The invisible war was taking place in the heavenlies between the forces of evil 
and the forces of God.  

Daniel had been praying for wisdom to understand the visions he had already seen for three weeks, 
but the answer to that prayer was delayed.  

Why would the Lord not immediately answer the prayers of Daniel? Because “the prince of the 
Persian kingdom” an evil angel had resisted the angel having the answer. This evil angel was 
assigned to see that the king of Persia, or in today’s terms, the country's leader, directed the nation 
according to what Satan wanted him to do. Michael, the archangel assigned to minister to the nation 
of Israel, assisted Gabriel, and together they won the battle.  

As soon as the angel Gabriel finished instructing Daniel, he returned to assist the angel Michael in 
battling the prince of Persia and the prince of Greece, two satanic evil angels opposing the Lord's 
plans for these nations. The ruler of Persia had shown great kindness and mercy to the Jews in 
allowing them to return home, and Satan was against this decision.  

God also had plans for Greece (Daniel 11:2–4), and Satan also wanted to interfere there. The rulers 
of Persia had no idea that Satan was seeking to control their minds and lead them into making 
decisions that would harm the people of God. The final outcome on both occasions leads to God's 
people receiving favor and finding freedom.  

God commands His people to pray for those in authority so that God's will, not Satan's plans, might 
be fulfilled in their lives (1 Tim. 2:1–3). This is true of our nation South Africa today.  

The destiny of more than one nation has been changed because God's people have fervently prayed. 
Let us pray for South Africa.  

“The earnest (heartfelt, continued) prayer of a righteous man makes tremendous power available 
[dynamic in its working].” James 5:15 AMPC.  

We need to understand the importance of a praying Kingdom citizen. We could be tempted to 
believe that governing a nation is simply based on leadership, natural governance, and political 
science in today's modern times. The truth is that the spiritual realm is far more real than the natural 
realm.  



 

 

 

The Prophet Isaiah gives us an additional understanding of the strategy of Satan towards the 
nations. "How you are fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! How you are cut down to 
the ground, You who weakened the nations!” 

The devil who was once called Lucifer works earnestly in weakening the nations. The Word 
weakening also means decay, and he works hard to gain political leadership's ear to pervert natural 
and spiritual law. Natural law and spiritual law work together. We must carefully note that no 
human can change natural and spiritual law as God instituted them. God is the source of those laws.  

Prayer was important in the early church (1 Cor. 11:1–6; Acts 1:13–14; 4:23). Believing prayer 
releases God’s power and enables God’s hand to move (Isa. 50:2; 64:1–8).  

Prayer is not an escape from responsibility; it is our response to God’s ability. True prayer energizes 
us for service and battle. Prayer is both the thermometer and the thermostat of the local church, for 
the “spiritual temperature” either goes up or down, depending on how God’s people pray. 

“First of all, then, I admonish and urge that petitions, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be 
offered on behalf of all men, For kings and all who are in positions of authority or high responsibility, 
that [outwardly] we may pass a quiet and undisturbed life [and inwardly] a peaceable one in all 
godliness and reverence and seriousness in every way. For such [praying] is good and right, and [it is] 
pleasing and acceptable to God our Saviour, Who wishes all men to be saved and [increasingly] to 
perceive and recognize and discern and know precisely and correctly the [divine] Truth. For there [is 
only] one God, and [only] one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus, Who gave 
Himself as a ransom for all [people, a fact that was] attested to at the right and proper time. And of 
this matter I was appointed a preacher and an apostle (special messenger)—I am speaking the truth 
in Christ, I do not falsify [when I say this]—a teacher of the Gentiles in [the realm of] faith and truth.” 
1 Timothy 2:1-7 

The basis for prayer (1 Tim 2:5-7). The finished work of Jesus. Many believers do not realize that 
prayer is based on the finished work of Jesus. If the basis for prayer is the sacrificial work of Jesus 
Christ on the cross, then prayer is the most important activity in a church. Jesus paid the price that 
we can come straight into the throne of grace and find mercy and help in a time of need.  

The priority of prayer (1 Tim 2:1a). “First of all” indicates that prayer is most important in the public 
worship of the church.  

The variety of prayer (1 Tim 2:1b). There are at least seven different Greek nouns for “prayer,” and 
four are used here. Supplications carry the idea of “offering a request for a felt need.” God knows 
our nation's need; however, He has given us the privilege to partner with Him in seeing the nations 
turned the right way up.  

The objects of prayer (1 Tim 2:1c–2). "All men" clarifies that no person on Earth is outside the 
influence of believing in prayer. This means we should pray for the unsaved and the saved, for 
people near us and people far away, for enemies as well as friends, for national leadership, and the 
nation.  

Paul urged the church to especially pray for those in authority. Godless Emperor Nero was on the 
throne at that time, yet the believers were supposed to pray for him! Even when we cannot respect 
men or women in authority, we must respect their offices and pray for them. It is for our good that 
we do so: “that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness” (1 Tim. 2:2b NIV).  



 

 

 

The early church was always subject to opposition and persecution, so praying for those in authority 
was wise. "Quiet" refers to circumstances around us, while "peaceful" refers to a calm attitude 
within us. The results should be lives that are godly and honorable. 

Recently I came across a speech made in 2011 by anti-apartheid stalwart Bishop Desmond Tutu. 
Read the words from that speech and feel the intensity of his words. I included this speech here not 
because of political leaders or a particular political party. I included it because he is a man that 
understands the power of prayer. 

Joshua had an encounter that illustrates the point I'm making. In Joshua chapter five, the young 
Israelites who crossed the Jordan river were not yet circumcised. Neither did they have any military 
experience. The Israelites were about to encounter enemies. The Bible says, “Now when Joshua was 
near Jericho, he looked up and saw a man standing in front of him with a drawn sword in his hand. 
Joshua went up to him and asked, “Are you for us or for our enemies?” “Neither,” he replied, “but as 
commander of the army of the Lord I have now come.”  

I do not believe that God is for or against a particular political party; I think God is against principles 
and actions that oppose His Word. Ultimately God's plan for the nation will come to pass. In saying 
this, let's read the powerful speech.  

“This Government, our Government is worse than the Apartheid Government because at least you 
were expecting it with the Apartheid Government. Our Government: we were expecting that now we 
would have a Government that was sensitive to the sentiments of our Constitution”…”reckons that 
the freedom that we enjoy is due to them. They reckon that everybody else is just a sideline.” 

“Now, there was a time when the people who were leading the struggle were religious leaders. I said 
in Parliament when this President of ours was giving his State of the Nation Address… This 
President… I’m sitting in the audience. I listen to this President paying tribute to all kinds of people 
who had helped in bringing about democracy in this country. This President didn’t mention a single 
religious leader.” 

In 1989, religious leaders said to the people of Cape Town, “We’ve had enough.” It was religious 
leaders who got 30,000 people to come to march”… “they cannot airbrush us out.”  

“Watch out. I am warning you. Watch out. Watch out. Please watch out. We were helped by the 
international community to overcome Apartheid. We people were opposed to injustice and 
oppression, and people believed that we South Africans would automatically be on the side of those 
who were being oppressed.” 

“I am warning you. I am warning you that we will pray as we prayed for the downfall of the 
Apartheid Government. We will pray for the downfall of a Government that misrepresents us. You 
have got a huge majority. That’s nothing. The Nationalists had a huge majority that was increasing. 
They bit the dust. Watch out.” 

The reasons for prayer (1 Tim 2:4). The word good is a key in this verse. The Greek word emphasizes 
the idea of something being intrinsically good, not simply good in its effects. Indeed, prayer of itself 
is a goodly practice and brings with it many good benefits. But prayer is also pleasing to the Lord.  

Jesus had prayed, “Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do” (Luke 23:34), and God had 
answered that prayer. Instead of sending judgment, He sent the Holy Spirit to empower His church 
and convict lost sinners.  



 

 

 

We can pray in the following ways: 

PRAY daily that the Spirit of God will enable you, by His power, to live a godly life and introduce 
others to Christ as their Saviour. This is the first step to good citizenship.  

PRAY daily that God will change the hearts of, or remove from positions of public leadership, those 
officials who are godless, worldly, and disobedient to Him. Remember that godless leadership in a 
nation is contagious. As King Solomon said, “If a ruler listens to lies, all his officials become wicked” 
(Proverbs 29:12, NIV).  

PRAY daily that men and women of God will be elected to public office at all levels of leading local, 
provincial, and national so that moral authority is restored to government. Then our land will be 
healed, and our country will experience the abundant blessings of God. “Blessed is the nation whose 
God is the LORD” (Psalm 33:12, NIV). 

PRAY daily "for kings and all who are in authority so that we can live peaceful and quiet lives marked 
by godliness and dignity" (1 Timothy 2:2). In a democracy, we must hold our leaders accountable but 
praying for them is even more significant and influential.  

PRAY that our leaders will be filled with godly wisdom and stand for what is right and proper.  

PRAY that Christians across our nation will take advantage of their God-given right and vote for 
candidates who will stand for Biblical values. “When the righteous increase, the people rejoice, but 
when the wicked rule, the people groan.” (Proverbs 29:2) 

 

Will you commit to pray for your neighbors, your city, and our country? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 Chapter Two 

What's Nourishing the Roots? 

“For there is hope for a tree, When it is cut down, that it will sprout again, And its shoots will not fail. 
“Though its roots grow old in the ground And its stump dies in the dry soil, At the scent of water it 

will flourish And put forth sprigs like a plant” Job 14:7-9 

A few years ago, I had the privilege of sitting down with one of my Bible 
school lecturers. It was fantastic catching up with her and seeing her 

looking so well. During our discussion, she looked at me, and with her 
Irish accent, she said, “laws never change; we break against them.” 

Those words have stayed with me.  

We believe that God's laws go away if we ignore them and change if we 
do not like them. The reality is that we break against them. God's laws 

are unchallengeable.  

Let me give you an example. If I do not like to travel at the speed limit of 60km per hour, I choose to 
exceed the traffic speed limit and travel at 120km per hour. I will incur punishment upon myself. I 
may not like the speed limit imposed; however, that limit was created to protect others and myself 
on the road. The government will not change the speed limit because I disagree with a particular 
limit.  

The laws of God are there to safeguard a nation and society. If the tree's roots are the nation's laws, 
the trunk is the political structure, and the branches the nation's culture, then God's rich moral laws 
nourish roots and uphold the tree. We as believers should be asking is if God's laws are removed, 
what will sustain the roots and maintain the nation?  

A righteous government will never create laws that will diminish the value of human life, but rather, 
it works to safeguard it. Neither will a righteous government pervert spiritual law. Today, we refer to 
spiritual law as a universal law that God Himself established from the very beginning. 

National law is fundamental because the foundation of morals is the law. Law creates culture. 
Culture creates the Nation. The nation's laws reveal what a Nation values. When the values of a 
nation are aligned to God's moral standards, we have a firm foundation of morality. All laws have 
ethical implications. 

Lawmakers have an incredible responsibility when creating law. Government has a tremendous 
influence on moral behavior; if the government passes laws that say something is legal, people will 
also assume it is morally right. If the government says that something is illegal, people tend to think 
that it is ethically wrong. I remember discussing with a business person about ethics. His mindset 
was that if the law says I can do this or that, it is ok without considering the moral implications. It is a 
sad day in society when we base our ethical decisions on the law instead of God's moral standards.  

Our ethical standards should not be differ depending on the role we are playing. Either we are 
ethical, or we are not. The need for honest, authentic people in society has never been more needed 
than the times we live in right now.  



 

 

 

I believe Jesus set the ultimate standard for ethical behavior when He said, “Therefore, whatever you 
want men to do to you, do also to them, for this is the Law and the Prophets.” The Message Bible 
says it this way, “Here is a simple, rule-of-thumb guide for behavior: Ask yourself what you want 
people to do for you, then grab the initiative and do it for them. Add up God’s Law and Prophets and 
this is what you get.”  

Another example of how laws passed by the Government affects moral behavior. The age of consent 
in SA is 17. This means that it is against the law for anyone to have sex with someone under 17—for 
example, an 18-year-old who has sex with a 15-year-old is illegal. When the age of consent was 
established, a moral value was also established. I have spoken in many schools in South Africa, and I 
can affirm this principle. Our youth, who are our impressionable, have developed a skewed moral 
foundation. Just because it is legal does not make it morally right.  

Kingdom ambassadors must step into this vacuum and bring light to a dark world. Our youth need a 
sound foundation on which they can build their lives.  

When God heard the prayers of the Hebrews in Egypt, He raised a leader called Moses. When the 
Hebrew children were freed from slavery, He led them out of Egypt. The first thing that God gave the 
nation of Israel was national law. He did this before He gave them land. God understands that land 
without law leads to chaos. The law gave Israel a rich moral foundation to live with each other and 
walk in obedience to God. God's law nourished the roots of Israel.  

The ten commandments were given to Israel as the Constitution that would govern the nation. 
Layman's Bible Commentary notes: "The Ten Commandments are both a corporate constitution for 
Israel and an intensely personal revelation from God to His children. The you in the commandments is 
not plural but singular. Therefore, each individual is urged to enter into the joy of service by adopting 
this covenant and by obeying the laws contained therein. The Ten Commandments is not only a 
constitution but also God's standard for Israel's culture." 

Author of the Rational Bible, Dennis Prager, says the ten commandments have enormously impacted 
the world. No other document has changed the world as much as the ten commandments. Western 
civilization, which developed human rights, created women's equality, ended slavery, created 
parliamentary democracy, and other unique achievements, could not have done this without them. 
The ten commandments are as relative today as they were in the old testament. The ten 
commandments are necessary to make a good world, a world free of tyranny and cruelty.  

The ten commandments were given by God Himself, He is the source, and His authority supersedes 
all other authority in the world. The Bible says, “And God spoke all these words” meaning that the 
commandments originated from God and not from man.  

If the ten commandments were given by any human authority other than God, someone could argue 
who this man Moses can tell me how I should behave? Who is this king or queen? Who is this 
government that can tell me how I should behave? This fact does not change even when people do 
not believe the Bible or think it does not contain God’s moral standards. It still is true, and it still 
does hold his moral standards for all people, for all time.  

God's commandments gave Israel a foundation for understanding right and wrong and how 
Christians should understand political questions that involve right and wrong. They also set the 
fundamental moral foundation for all nations. Is murder wrong? How do you know it's wrong? You 
cannot. Without God, right and wrong just become opinions. I believe this, and you think that. 



 

 

 

Unless there is a God, all morality is just opinion. Indeed, True some people believe in God and do 
wrong, and some don’t believe in God who do right. However, it's easy to be swayed by 
governments, political parties, agitators, or even rationalize right from wrong without the absolute 
authority of morals. 

Even if a person figures out what is right and wrong, they still do wrong all the time. Why? Because 
they can. There is no moral accountability. They think no one is watching. If you believe God is the 
source of moral law, you believe He is always watching, and you are accountable to Him. We 
become responsible to a higher moral authority.  

Recently my wife and I did a small talk with our children's church on a Sunday morning. The topic of 
discussion was how do we know if something is right and something is wrong? We had a lot of fun 
with this topic. I split the teachers and their classes into two groups. The first group was given rules 
for the game we were about to play and was reminded to follow the rules. The second group was 
told that there were no rules to the game, and as long as they won, it was ok.  

I wish you could have seen the chaos and frustration that occurred. I suppose children understand 
that for things to work, there must be absolutes. That day we had so much fun, but the most 
significant thing that took place was that our kids understood at the end of the lesson that 
something is right or wrong because the Bible says so.  

What a great nation! So wise, so understanding!  

God's great plan was for the nations of the Earth to see the success and wisdom Israel possessed by 
following God's righteous decrees.  

The Bible says, “Do not add to what I command you and do not subtract from it, but keep the 
commands of the Lord your God that I give you. 5 See, I have taught you decrees and laws as the Lord 
my God commanded me, so that you may follow them in the land you are entering to take possession 
of it. 6 Observe them carefully, for this will show your wisdom and understanding to the nations, who 
will hear about all these decrees and say, “Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding 
people.” 7 What other nation is so great as to have their gods near them the way the Lord our God is 
near us whenever we pray to him? 8 And what other nation is so great as to have such righteous 
decrees and laws as this body of laws I am setting before you today?” Deut 4:2, 5-8. 

Why was it so important for Israel to know and obey God’s wisdom? God's wisdom guaranteed their 
success; they would also be a witness to the other nations. Without God's wisdom, a country will not 
succeed. Throughout the ages, those who have looked to God's wisdom in running a country have 
flourished. Those that have looked towards man's wisdom have failed.  

Destructive ideologies like communism and socialism have caused countless lives to be lost and 
nations to collapse economically. God desired that all other countries look to His wisdom applied to 
Israel. Former President of the United States Theodore Roosevelt attested to that by saying, “I 
believe that the next half-century will determine if we will advance the cause of Christian civilization 
or revert to the horrors of brutal paganism.”  

I enjoy watching documentaries on the history channel, especially when it is about World War 2. 
Since a child, I have always enjoyed war stories and learning about history. One documentary, in 
particular, focused on the Nuremberg Trials held in Germany in 1945. It caught my attention because 
they interviewed Benjamin Berell Ferencz, an American lawyer investigating the Nazi war crimes 
after World War II and the chief prosecutor for the United States.  



 

 

 

I was interested to see how they would try the guilty based on the tremendous atrocities 
committed. I enjoyed how he dealt with the trials.  

Later in life, the great lawyer said, “An illegal act does not become legal when it is done with good 
intentions.” I think this principle applies perfectly to us in South Africa. Even if schools and property 
are burnt, shopping malls are vandalized out of frustration or political maneuvering, and the 
intention seems right to the crowd, it does not become legal or morally right.  

Israel found itself in a similar situation. Judges 17 tells us, “In those days there was no king in Israel; 
every man did what was right in his own eyes.” There are destructive results when there is no 
government or too weak to enforce its laws. In horrid detail, this tragic narrative in Judges shows 
why civil government is so badly needed among sinful human beings. Where there is no leader, 
sinful people make up their morality and soon begin to do terrible things to one another. If there is 
no governmental authority to stop evil people, evil simply increases. 

What was missing in our country was swift, decisive action by the government. The Bible says, 
“When the sentence for a crime is not quickly carried out, people’s hearts are filled with schemes to 
do wrong.”  

How would Judges 17 and the events of 2021 have been different if our citizens had a firm 
foundation, especially moral values? Values are essential to a nation. They unite a diverse country. 
When I consider how countries worldwide are building their country on the idea of ethnicity or race 
above values and principles, I become concerned about its future. Building on race and ethnicity is 
unpredictable; however, building a nation on values and principles is secure. 

I am so glad God's laws are called statutes and not ideas. It lets me know they are secure and going 
nowhere. I know that our lives and a nation can be built upon them. The word statute means a law 
enacted by the legislative branch of a government. (Merriam-Webster Dictionary). They originate 
from the Governance of the King of Heaven.  

STATUTE, L., to set. "An Act of the legislature of a state that extends its binding force to all the 
citizens or subjects of that state…." KJV Dictionary Definition. God's laws are unchanging.  

It is crucial for us as citizens as the nation's laws are at the mercy of lawmakers. Whoever controls 
the law controls the nation because law determines a nation's ethics, values, and quality of the 
country?  

We can see this in nations worldwide, opposing parties campaigning for election not for the 
countries and citizens' welfare but for the power to change the law. Change it to what? This question 
should concern all those who value freedom in this century.  

When you hear citizens worldwide concerned about the loss of freedom, are they worried about 
losing basic amenities? Perhaps if you live in Cuba and Venezuela, this could be the case. Most 
people are talking about the loss of moral and righteous laws that once governed the nation. Laws 
that once made the country free and prosperous. Remember, laws control a nation's morals, ethics, 
and values.  

Laws determine the nation's culture. Our culture comes from our thoughts, speech, and behavior. 
No government should control how human beings should think, speak, and how they should behave.  

 



 

 

 

We see this today in Communist China. Attempts to rewrite Scripture to conform to "socialism with 
Chinese characteristics" or Xi Jinping Thought. The Chinese Communist Party regards the Christian 
church as the number one enemy. No wonder Fenggang Yang, a professor of sociology and the 
Director of the Center on Religion and Chinese Society at Purdue University, told TIME that there are 
about 116 million Protestant Christians in mainland China in 2020. 

“It is almost certain that by 2030 there will be more Christians in China than any other country in the 
world,” Yang says. Christians in China are predominantly Protestant, he adds. Compare that with an 
estimated 90 million members of the Communist Party.  

Another reason why Christianity is the number one enemy can be found in the arrest of Pastor Wang 
Yi, the founder of Early Rain Covenant Church in Chengdu. He preaches the separation of church and 
state; he believes the party-state apparatus should not intervene in the church. In other words, he 
believes what the Bible teaches.  

Underground churches are “spreading like wildfire” in rural areas of China, Wang says. “[The Chinese 
government] is afraid that more people, including less educated people, are turning to the church 
for their spiritual needs and not to official nationalism and patriotism.”  

God created man not as an automaton but as a being of choice and human free will. To remove 
choice and free will is to ascend above God. Not even God Himself overrides the free will of man. No 
human authority can assume the role of God.  

Society is built on truth, and when the truth is questioned or denied, the foundations shake (Isa. 
59:11–15). The opposite is true; when the foundations are rebuilt, the wicked political parties shake. 

 The psalmist David asks a crucial question, "If the foundations are destroyed, What can the 
righteous do?" Psalm 11:3. The answer to the question is, "Lay the foundations again!" Each new 
generation must see that the foundations of truth, justice, and morality remain foundational.  

History reveals that attempts to alter God's divine laws have always existed. As Kingdom 
ambassadors, we must remain vigilant to the changing of moral and religious laws.  

The parliament of the Republic of South Africa says’s "Furthermore, the importance of the public in 
the work of Parliament is emphasized by the fact that the Constitution instructs Parliament to 
facilitate public participation in the law-making process and to take reasonable measures for public 
access to its committee meetings and House sittings." 

When the devil attacks a nation, he moves to influences the lawmakers. Change in law alters 
morality, change in morality alters the culture, the alteration of national ethics leads to the decay of 
a nation.  

When a nation decays to the point of social disorder, it will no longer be able to protect, sustain, 
preserve, guard, and promote life the way God intended it to be. The decay has set in. When 
morality declines in a nation, government tends to legalize what they cannot control. The Bible 
explicitly warns us not to experiment with moral values "Woe to those who call evil good, and good 
evil; Who put darkness for light, and light for darkness; Who put bitter for sweet, and sweet for 
bitter!"- Isaiah 5:20 



 

 

 

The Merriam Webster 1828 Dictionary Definition of woe as: “a condition of deep suffering from 
misfortune, affliction, or grief.” When a nation redefines morality, God warns that deep suffering, 
misfortune, affliction, and grief will come upon a nation.  

Our nation is gasping for the return to sound biblical moral law. God is a wise Governor; He 
understands what is needed to rule a nation. After all, God is the creator of all Nations.  

Christians too often undervalue the importance of good governance that leads to society's peace, 
safety, and progress. Without human government, even with all its shortcomings, society would be 
in chaos, and no nation could adequately improve or defend itself; the Bible says, “Let every person 
be loyally subject to the governing (civil) authorities. For there is no authority except from God [by His 
permission, His sanction], and those that exist do so by God’s appointment.” (Rom. 13:1).  

This does not mean that God is to blame for the appointment or election of each public official or 
the decisions they make once they are in office. It means that the authority for the government 
comes from God and that those who serve in public offices are ministers of the Lord and 
accountable to Him (v. 4). "Let all things be done decently and in order" (1 Cor. 14:40) applies not 
only to church services but also to the public service of civic officials. 

Let's be vigilant as Kingdom ambassadors and actively participate in the preservation of our beautiful 
country.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Chapter Three 

Become Knowledgeable 

Become knowledgeable, Jesus said, "I am sending you out as sheep among wolves. So be as shrewd 
as snakes and harmless as doves" (Matthew 10:16). Jesus said we are to be "shrewd" (wise with 
street smarts) as we go out and engage society. Do you think it is possible to be "shrewd as snakes," 
as Jesus commanded, if you are not knowledgeable?  

The book of Proverbs says, "The mind of the prudent is ever getting knowledge, and the ear of the 
wise is ever seeking (inquiring for and craving) knowledge." Proverbs 18:15 AMPC. What Is the Major 
Theme of the Book of Proverbs? One word answers the question: wisdom. In Proverbs, the words 
wise and wisdom are used at least 125 times because the book aims to help us acquire and apply 
God's wisdom to the decisions and activities of daily life. 

Value Knowledge  

The greatest weapon of an oppressor is the preservation of ignorance. The greatest threat to an 
oppressor is an educated citizen. An ignorant society always breeds oppression. That is why it is 
vitally important that Christians become educated. No one can oppress an intelligent citizen.  

Just as the untrained athlete is at the mercy of his equipped opponent, the uninformed Christian 
cannot prevail against evil forces in the world of politics. Knowledge is essential to effective action. 
“The wise are mightier than the strong, and those with knowledge grow stronger and stronger” 
(Proverbs 24:5).  

To serve God effectively as a citizen, we must learn how to act for His glory within the framework of 
existing political processes. This includes a dual understanding of a Kingdom worldview as well as a 
cosmopolitan worldview. A worldview is simply the framework in which we view the world. To an 
educated Kingdom citizen, boldness is a product of conviction and understanding. This brings us to 
some critical questions about a Biblical worldview. 

• What are God's views of Government? 
• How does God's view of Government affect the Christian worldview? 
• How should a Kingdom citizen vote?  

 

Gods Perspective 

He is the creator and King. 

“The Lord has established His throne in heaven, And His kingdom rules overall.” Psalm 103: 19.  

God rules over the nations of the earth; When we worship the Lord, we honor the King of the 
universe. The "Lord of Hosts" is King over all things He has created. The King sustains continual rule 
over the nations of the earth. He is greater than anything on earth. Out of nothing, He made 
everything by the power of His Word (vs. 6, 9;119:89–91; 147:15, 18; 148:5; Gen. 1:1—2:1; 
Heb.11:3).  



 

 

 

The Word that created the universe also holds it together (Heb. 1:3; 2 Peter 3:5–7). He is greater 
than the nations and man’s ideologies. He founded the earth and sat on the throne of heaven, and 
nothing is equal to our God, let alone more remarkable than our God.  

The next time you are tempted to think that the world is more significant than God, remember who 
sits on the throne. "All the peoples of the earth are regarded as nothing. He does as he pleases with 
the powers of heaven and the peoples of the earth. No one can hold back his hand or say to him: 
"What have you done?" (Daniel 4:35 NIV). 

Biblical prophecy concerning the destinies of nations has had great fulfillment, showing that God 
indeed rules the affairs of nations and world leaders.  

God Rules over all the Nations  

“For the kingdom is the Lord’s, And He rules over the nations. In other words, He is King and Rules 
over all the Nations of the Earth.” Psalm 22: 28 “This is the plan, planned for the whole earth, And 
this is the hand that will do it, reaching into every nation. God-of-the-Angel-Armies has planned it. 
Who could ever cancel such plans? His is the hand that’s reached out. Who could brush it aside? “   
(Is. 14:26,27).  

The Bible teaches us that all nations and individuals are known to God from the beginning and are 
taken into account in His plan and purpose. The idea of nations did not originate from the mind of 
human beings, just as the nation of South Africa did not begin when men sat around a table and 
decided the formation of our country. They were people being used by God for a greater purpose. 
This does not mean that God causes and is responsible for all acts and events, but that they are a 
part of His purpose in the sense that He works all things to His ultimate Glory.  

God is running the show. 

The book of Daniel read together with ancient history, will demonstrate how completely the nations, 
even the "world powers,” are subject to Divine purpose and follow the prophetic Word. Isaiah's 
naming of Cyrus, a century before he walked on the stage of history to expedite God's plan for Israel, 
proves that God foreknows and orders the human drama. Still, the free will of Cyrus was not 
violated. (Is. 44:28, 45:1-4; Ez. 1:1-6).  

Nations become great that follow God's Precepts. 

“He makes nations great, and destroys them; He enlarges nations, and guides them.” Job 12:23  

God is intimately involved in the lives of individuals as well as the Nations. Nothing catches God by 
surprise. All Nations are objects of His attention, of His guidance, and His correction. God blesses the 
Nations as He wills with abundance, His increase is not limited to familiar abundance only, but He 
blesses a Nation with new growth. However, when National leadership disassociates a Nation from 
God, He permits the Nation to decay from the inside.  

“And what great nation is there that has such statutes and righteous judgments as are in all this law 
which I set before you this day?” Deut 4: 8 

The world's wisdom is foolishness with God (1 Cor. 3:19), and those who follow it will be 
disappointed. In the Old Testament, the word "wisdom" has to do with character rather than human 
intelligence and describes the proper use of knowledge.  



 

 

 

"Wisdom means being skillful and successful in one's relationships and responsibilities, observing 
and following the Creator's principles of order in the moral universe," says Dr. Roy Zuck. Practicing 
God's wisdom means you do not just make a living; you make a life.  

Why was it so important for Israel to know and obey God's wisdom? For one thing, this was the 
guarantee of their success in taking possession of the Promised Land (Deut. 4:5). God's laws revealed 
to Israel what was right and wrong and covered just about every decision they would have to make. 
Gods' wisdom helps to build godly homes (Deut. 4:9–10). 

 The Nation that sets God as King over it is blessed. 

“Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord, the people He has chosen as His own inheritance.” 
Psalm 33: 12  

God's place over a nation is always head over the nation. When God is King over the nation, the 
nation is happy, and the condition of national welfare is attractive. The nation that worships the God 
of the Bible is under His protection, and God grants His protection over the country.  

 

National Leaders, Spiritual Leaders, Judges, and Citizens 

When God delivered the Hebrew children out of the land of Egypt, he gave Moses, their national 
leader at that time, the essential offices and obligations of the government God wanted Israel to 
establish in the land. It is worthy of us to note these offices and what God said about them.  

The authority for the government comes from God, and those who serve in public offices are 
ministers of the Lord and accountable to Him. God built into the governing of His nation four key 
areas. These areas act as checks and balances against a nation's leadership. Lord Acton wrote, 
“Power tends to corrupt, and absolute power corrupts absolutely.”  

A country unchecked by its citizens, spiritual leaders, and judicial system is vulnerable to 
authoritarian power and, ultimately, the corruption of morality.  

The main offices that would greatly influence the running of the nation of Israel were: 

1. National Leader 
2. Competent Judges 
3. Spiritual Leaders 
4. Faithful Citizens 

The Church and Government 

“Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s”   (Matt. 22:21) 

Jesus made a distinction between state and the things of God. The things Caesar and the things of 
God.  

 



 

 

 

The church should not govern “the things that are Caesar’s.” In the New Testament, we find the 
Church controlling the Government as a Heteronomous culture, which means that the religious 
leadership at the top dictates the nation. We see this in Islamic states and Communist China. The 
handful on top controls the masses. They dictate your worldview.  

On the other hand, The civil government should not govern “the things that are God’s.” This 
principle implies that every nation should allow freedom of religion, by which every person is free to 
follow whatever religion they choose. The Bible teaches us that God has given every man free will 
and the power of choice. The civil government should not rule the church or infringe on the church’s 
right to govern itself. 

Where did the phrase “separation of church and state” originate? I have heard South Africans quote 
this phrase on several occasions however do they understand what it means and its origin?  

The phrase originated in the United States of America; Thomas Jefferson wrote a brief letter to the 
Danbury Baptist Association in 1802. At the end of the letter, Jefferson wrote, “religious belief 
should be a private matter and that the government should not interfere with such matters. He uses 
the phrase “…building a wall of separation between church and state.” The phrase is not found in the 
American constitution but rather a brief letter Jefferson wrote in 1807. Those opposed to the 
religious belief in the United States used this phrase to fight the religious practices of others.  

Taken out of context, the supreme court ruled in favor of Engel vs. Vitale to have a simple prayer 
removed from schools, the prayer said the following “almighty God, we acknowledge our 
dependence upon thee and we beg they blessings upon us, our parents, our teachers, and our 
country, amen.” The result was the moral decay of society, disrespect towards parents, lawlessness 
in schools, and hatred towards its nation. The next time you hear that phrase quotes, remember that 
it defended the coexistence of state and church and not the opposite.  

South Africa will do well in learning from the United States that tampering with spiritual and natural 
laws will lead to the moral decay of society. We must remember that God defends where he is 
acknowledged.  

Chapter 2 of the Constitution of South Africa, containing the Bill of Rights, states that everyone has 
the right to freedom of religion, belief, and opinion. The government has a God-given obligation to 
defend the Constitution of South Africa. Likewise, the church has the God-given duty to ensure that 
moral and religious freedoms are not tampered with in any way.  

The problem comes when the State or Church infringes in each other's lanes. God created checks 
and balances to support each other in their God-ordained roles. The Bible contains several positive 
examples of various kinds of divided power, reflecting the wisdom of God in protecting against the 
abuse of power by one person.  

The PEPUDA Bill is an example of state infringing. “The Deputy Minister’s verbal assurance that 
Government does not intend to interfere with the religious sphere certainly does bring a level of 
comfort. However, the reality is that unless this is specifically written into the Bill, it leaves the door 
wide open for the State (or activists pushing an anti-religion agenda) to target and enforce the Bill 
(once adopted) against persons and organisations of faith.” Adv Nadene Badenhorst. 

The State has a directive from God to protect the constitution and religious freedoms in South 
Africa.  



 

 

 

In the Old Testament, the king had some checks on his power because of the offices of prophet and 
priest. The prophet Nathan was King David’s check and balance. The Prophet Samuel was King Saul’s 
check and balance. The two worked in tandem. Not always successfully, but we see the principle in 
action.  

The wisdom of God in having the church as a moral and spiritual check and balance is vital to our 
nation. If the state controls the church, the checks and balances that prevent tyranny and moral 
decay will be lost. 

It is also a good thing for the people of God to serve in government; all we have to do is look at the 
impact Daniel and Joseph have in a secular nation. 

The National Leader  

God gave strict instruction for the qualifications of a king. These instructions were both protective to 
Israel as a nation and Solomon. In a nation with good government, the law rules over the rulers, not 
the rulers over the law.     

14 “When you come to the land that the Lord your God is giving you, and you possess it and dwell in 
it and then say, ‘I will set a king over me, like all the nations that are around me,’ 15 you may indeed 
set a king over you whom the Lord your God will choose. One from among your brothers you shall set 
as king over you. You may not put a foreigner over you, who is not your brother. 16 Only he must not 
acquire many horses for himself or cause the people to return to Egypt in order to acquire many 
horses, since the Lord has said to you, ‘You shall never return that way again.’ 17 And he shall not 
acquire many wives for himself, lest his heart turn away, nor shall he acquire for himself excessive 
silver and gold. 18 “And when he sits on the throne of his kingdom, he shall write for himself in a 
book a copy of this law, approved by[a] the Levitical priests.  

19 And it shall be with him, and he shall read in it all the days of his life, that he may learn to fear the 
Lord his God by keeping all the words of this law and these statutes, and doing them, 20 that his 
heart may not be lifted up above his brothers, and that he may not turn aside from the 
commandment, either to the right hand or to the left, so that he may continue long in his kingdom, 
he and his children, in Israel. Deuteronomy 17:14-20 

King Solomon began his reign as a humble servant of the Lord, seeking God’s wisdom and help         
(1 Kings 3:5–15). As he grew older, his heart turned away from God and lost sight of the guiding 
principles of the Word. The result was had devasting outcomes on the Nation of Israel.  

Elected leaders govern democratic nations today, but kings and emperors ruled nations and empires 
with dictatorial authority in ancient times. Israel was to be different from the other nations, for the 
law of the Lord was the “adhesive” that united the twelve tribes.  

Israel's king was to put his complete trust in the Lord and not depend on external resources. An 
essential qualification for the king was a personal knowledge of the law of God. He was to write out 
his copy of the law, using the official copy provided by the priests, read it regularly, and take it to 
heart. The Word of God was his moral guidance. The king's submission to God and His law would 
keep him from getting proud and abusing the authority the Lord had given him. To think that he was 
better than his citizens and privileged to live above God's law would indicate that he was not fit to 
lead the nation. 



 

 

 

If we look at the state of political leadership in South Africa, we cannot but conclude that we have 
lost our way. The need to return to a Biblical worldview in governance is of supreme importance.  

What should we look for in political leadership?  

1. A national leader that places his trust in the Lord. “If we ever forget that we are One Nation Under 
God, then we will be a nation gone under.” - Ronald Reagan 

2. A leader that has a biblical framework for moral guidance. In a nation with good government, the 
law rules over the rulers, not the rulers over the law. The Rule of Law, in its most basic form, is the 
principle that no person is above the law. No one is above the law including the king, president or 
any national leader. "The truths of the Judaic-Christian tradition are infinitely precious, not only, as I 
believe, because they are true, but also because they provide the moral impulse which alone can lead 
to that peace, in the true meaning of the word, for which we all long... There is little hope for 
democracy if the hearts of men and women in democratic societies cannot be touched by a call to 
something greater than themselves." – Margaret Thatcher  

3. The humility to seek God’s wisdom in governing the nation. “My concern is not whether God is on 
our side; my greatest concern is to be on God's side, for God is always right.” ― Abraham Lincoln 

4. A leader that refrains from an unhealthy appetite towards wealth. Corruption diverts funds into 
private pockets, which impedes service delivery and thus perpetuating poverty, inequality, injustice, 
and unfairness. “You don’t necessarily need atomic bombs to destroy a nation. Politicians who value 
their pockets than the life of citizens always do that every day”- Israelmore Ayivor. 

This use of government power for the self-enrichment of the leaders and their family and friends 
betrays the fundamental purpose of government to serve the people. It is repeatedly condemned in 
the Old Testament (see Deut. 16:19; Ps. 26:10; Prov. 15:27; 17:23; Isa. 33:15; Ezek. 22:12; Amos 
5:12; Hab. 1:2–4). 

Sadly, the more unchecked power a government has, and the less public accountability it has to the 
people, the more likely a ruler is to forget this principle and to “take” more and more to himself, just 
as the Bible warns. As a nation with a young democracy, we must learn from the tragic political 
events in first-world countries.  

When the government has a media monopoly, it can publish lies or cover-ups of government 
misconduct with no fear of consequence. We can learn much from the noble Bereans when testing 
what's said in the news. Paul went into the synagogue and discovered a group of people keenly 
interested in studying the Old Testament Scriptures. Acts 17:11. 

They met daily to search the Scriptures to determine whether or not what Paul was saying was true. 
All of us should imitate these Bereans by faithfully studying God’s Word daily, discussing it, and 
testing the messages that we hear. The same principle can be applied when making sense of what's 
being said in media. Just as law can be accepted as morality, so to can news be accepted as truth.  
We need to test what is being said in the media.  

The other side of the coin is proper as well. This guarantee of press freedom allows people to 
criticize the government, call it to account, and have their criticisms reported in press reports that 
reach the general public. Freedom of the Press is protected by Section 16 of the Constitution, which 
states: “Everyone has the right to freedom of expression, which includes freedom of the press and 
other media.” 



 

 

 

When the press carries out its proper function and warns people of government wrongdoing, it 
provides accountability for the government. If government leaders begin to do something wrong, at 
least what they are doing can be pointed out by the press and made known to the public.  

But what happens if the press is silent? What happens if the press gives a particular viewpoint or 
favors the ruling party or politician? The Bible provides us with the warning, “His watchmen are 
blind; they are all without knowledge; they are all silent dogs; they cannot bark, dreaming, lying 
down, loving to slumber” (Isa. 56:10). When this happens, the people of a nation do not have 
adequate information to make wise decisions about their leaders and the country's direction. 

Corruption in South Africa includes the private use of public resources, bribery, and improper 
favoritism. The 2017 Transparency International Corruption Perceptions Index assigned South Africa 
an index of 43 out of 100, ranking South Africa 71 out of 180 countries. This ranking represents a 
downward trajectory with a drop of two points from 45 (2016 CPI). Countries with scores below 50 
are believed to have serious corruption problems.  

South Africa has a robust anti-corruption framework; however, laws are inadequately enforced, and 
accountability in public sectors such as healthcare remains below par. In addition, internal sanctions 
have been employed to discourage whistle-blowers from reporting corrupt activities in both the 
public and private sectors.  

A scandal involving prominent leadership ranges from lavish state funds to delegating contracts 
based on nepotism and businesses with familial connections or close ties benefiting their 
association. The Zondo Commission was later created to investigate corruption. On November 11, 
2020, it was revealed that a historic anti-corruption blitz that occurred within recent weeks resulted 
in over 100 South African political, education, health, police, and business officials were arrested on 
corruption charges. 

A leader willing to walk in the fear of the Lord 

Without reverence for the Lord, abuse of power is inevitable. The citizens of the nation become 
collateral damage. If the government is to serve for the benefit of the people (to be “God’s servant 
for your good,” Rom. 13:4), this means that the government does not exist ultimately for the good of 
the king or the President or its political party. When a leader is inaugurated as President, he 
becomes the President of all the citizens of South Africa and not a President with allegiance to his 
political party. 

 "A fondness for power is implanted in most men, and it is natural to abuse it when acquired." - 
Alexander Hamilton.  

The national leader, like his citizens, is to be bound by the fundamental laws and institutions of the 
nation. There is an explicit limitation on the power to avoid tyranny and the danger of the leader 
assuming the Lord's rule of the people. 

As mentioned in the previous chapter, recent looting and violence in South Africa led us to 
understand good governance. In Psalm 125, there is an implied reference that evil rulers can 
influence people toward wrongdoing because it means that if “the scepter of wickedness” (a symbol 
of authority held by wicked rulers) ever would “rest on the land allotted to the righteous,” then there 
is a much greater likelihood that the righteous would “stretch out their hands to do wrong”             
(Ps. 125:3).  



 

 

 

The Message Translation says it this way “The fist of the wicked will never violate What is due the 
righteous provoking wrongful violence.” 

When a political party uses its position or influence to incite anarchy in the nation, they are no 
longer Government officials doing “good” for its people. In Romans 13:4, Paul says the official is 
God’s servant “for your good,” not for evil. To incite anarchy in the nation is to incite anarchy against 
God and His intended purpose for governance.  

Sometimes governments can pass laws that authorize evil deeds, as when Haman persuaded King 
Ahasuerus to sign a decree that all the people in the kingdom of Persia could “annihilate all Jews, 
young and old, women and children, in one day” and then “plunder their goods” (Esth. 3:13).  

We cannot, of course, expect every leader to possess the wisdom of Lincoln or Mandela's largeness 
of soul. But when we think about what questions might be most helpful to ask, perhaps we should 
begin by discerning what our prospective leaders believe is worthwhile for us to hear. 

• Do they cater to our prejudices by suggesting that we treat people outside our ethnicity, 
race, creed, or party as unworthy of dignity and respect? 

• Do they want us to nurture our anger toward those who we believe have done us wrong, 
rub raw our grievances and set our sights on revenge? 

• Do they encourage us to have contempt for our governing institutions and the electoral 
process? 

• Do they seek to destroy our faith in essential contributors to democracy, such as an 
independent press and a professional judiciary? 

• Do they exploit the symbols of patriotism, the flag, the pledge in a conscious effort to turn us 
against one another? 

• If defeated at the polls, will they accept the verdict, or insist without evidence they have 
won? 

• Do they go beyond asking about our votes to brag about their ability to solve all problems, 
put to rest all anxieties, and satisfy every desire? 

• Do they solicit our cheers by speaking casually and with pumped-up machismo about using 
violence to blow enemies away? 

• Do they echo the attitude of Mussolini: “The crowd doesn’t have to know; all they have to 
do is believe and submit to being shaped.”? 

• Or do they invite us to join them in building and maintaining a healthy center for our society, 
a place where rights and duties are apportioned fairly, the social contract is honored, and all 
have room to dream and grow? 

For those who cherish freedom, the answers will provide grounds for reassurance or a warning we 
dare not ignore." ― Madeleine K. Albright, Fascism: A Warning 

Some people debate whether a nation should be a theocracy; I explain that all nations are already a 
theocracy as God owns and rules over the nations. The Bible says, "For the kingdom is the Lord's, 
And He rules over the nations." - Psalm 22: 28. According to scripture, God rules the nations, and He 
does need anyone to elect Him to office. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

The Judges 

God is the supreme Legislator in the land because He gave the laws; the local judges formed the 
judicial branch of the government, and their officers constituted the executive branch. The most 
important thing about the judges was that they were men of character because only just men could 
honestly execute just judgment.  

The judges were not to twist the law and "distort justice," nor were they to "respect persons," which 
in Hebrew is literally "regard faces." 

The Lord warned the judges not to favor their friends by acquitting the guilty, reducing the 
sentences, or tampering with the legal process, nor were the judges to accept bribes. "You must not 
pervert justice or show favor. Do not take a bribe, for bribes blind the eyes of the wise and distort the 
words of the righteous." Deuteronomy 16:19.  

The decisions of the judges affected not only the individuals on trial but the entire nation. 
Corruption undermines the core of the administration of justice, generating a substantial obstacle to 
the right to an impartial trial and severely undermining the population's trust in the judiciary. 

Corruption has a variety of faces, bribery being only one of them, another being political corruption, 
much more unattainable and imprecise. Its broad range of action enables it to influence the judicial 
system and all the sectors of state administration.  

Illegal interferences with justice can also be violent, particularly when perpetrated directly by 
members of organized crime. These incursions are intended to secure specific objectives, such as 
closing a particular case or acquittal of a given individual.   

Our country has experienced many violent episodes in the past years, especially regarding high-level 
political court cases. These violent uprisings were designed to disrupt our country and intimidate our 
judicial system.  

The World Justice Project (WJP) Rule of Law Index® 2020 measures the rule of law based on global 
surveys of more than 130,000 households and 4,000 legal practitioners and experts. And is the 
world’s leading source for original, independent data on the rule of law. 

"More countries declined than improved in overall rule of law performance for the third year in a 
row, continuing a negative slide toward weakening and stagnating rule of law around the world. The 
majority of countries showing deteriorating rule of law in the 2020 Index also declined in the previous 
year, demonstrating a persistent downward trend. This was particularly pronounced in the Index 
factor measuring Constraints on Government Powers." 

If the judges freed the guilty at the expense of the innocent, the land would be tainted, and God 
would eventually remove the nation from the land. 

The local judges and courts often would have to consider complicated and perplexing cases that 
were too difficult for them to settle, involving bloodshed, accusations, lawsuits, and various kinds of 
assault. To assist the local officials, the Lord would establish a central “court” at His sanctuary where 
the priests and Levites would share their wisdom and explain the law of God. 



 

 

 

Anybody who showed contempt for the courts' authority or their decisions rendered was showing 
contempt for God and His law. Isaiah 59 gives a graphic picture of judicial corruption in Judah, and it 
looks similar in characteristics of the present world.  

Statesman Daniel Webster said, “If we abide by the principles taught in the Bible, our country will go 
on prospering and to prosper; but if we and our posterity neglect its instruction and authority, no 
man can tell how sudden a catastrophe may overwhelm us and bury our glory in profound obscurity.”  

We today should not surrender to the idea of no hope of cleaning out political corruption. As 
Christian citizens, we must pray for all in authority (1 Tim. 2:1–6) and do what we can to see that just 
laws are passed and fairly enforced. It is doubtful that a substantial administrative body like Israel 
would ever be free of corruption.  

A celebrated author of The Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, Edward Gibbon, said that political 
corruption was "the most infallible symptom of constitutional liberty." Perhaps he was right, for 
where there is the freedom to obey, there is also the freedom to disobey. Some of Solomon's 
officials decided they were above the law, and the innocent suffered. We see that in South Africa 
today.  

Faithful Spiritual Leaders 

Living as we do in a democratic, multicultural society, we cannot expect the government to make the 
Bible its official guidebook. Still, it would help the nation of Christians, and Christian churches would 
major on preaching, teaching, and obeying the Word of God.  

'Many churches teach people about morality and doing the right thing according to the Word of God. 
Politicians cannot help people with morality because many of them have no morals themselves. We 
believe that the situation would not have been this extreme in South Africa if churches were open 
and speaking to people's consciences about the importance of love, obeying God's Word, and 
respect, respect for self, respect for God, for one's neighbor and property. Then there would not be so 
much undermining of other people's rights."- Pastor and Political leader. Rev Meshoe founded the 
ACDP. 

Faithful Citizens  

It is not enough for a nation to have gifted and godly leaders; it must also have godly citizens who 
obey the law of the Lord. Homes are made up of individuals, so it is the individual's strength that 
helps make the home what it ought to be. “Whatever makes men good Christians,” said Daniel 
Webster, “makes them good citizens.”  

Government is essential, and God established government, but rulers or parliaments cannot limit 
God. According to Romans 13, God instituted human government for our good, and it is our 
responsibility to respect and obey it. We may not appreciate the people in the office, but we must 
respect the office. God has accomplished His purposes with His people in different kinds of political 
systems. Regardless of the form of government a nation has, Proverbs 14:34 still applies: 
"Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is a reproach to any people" NKJV.  

We are the light of the world and the salt of the earth (Matt. 5:13–16), and God wants us to exert a 
positive influence on society. When the church ceases to be a holy people, obedient to the Lord, the 
salt loses its taste, and the light goes under a bushel. G. Campbell Morgan said that the church did 



 

 

 

the most for the world when the church was the least like the world. Today, many churches have the 
idea they must imitate the world to reach the world. And they are wrong! 

When Israel adopted the lifestyle of the pagan nations around them, they weakened their nation. 
When Israel turned to idols, God turned from blessing them. Nations do not decay and collapse 
because of the people who peddle stolen goods or drugs, but because Christians are no longer salt 
and light. 

God expects sinners to act like sinners; though He disapproves of what they do, He does not expect 
saints to act like sinners. Compromising Christians hurt themselves and their families and churches 
and contribute to the decay of the whole nation.  

What about Political Party Patriotism? What should the attitude of citizens be toward the nation in 
which they live? Any nation can have corrupt leaders or good leaders who still do wrong; a Christian 
view of government should never endorse a kind of “blind political party patriotism.”A genuine 
patriotism, which always seeks to promote the nation's good, would honestly criticize the 
government and its leaders when they do things contrary to biblical moral standards. The Bible 
supports patriotism in which citizens love, support, and defend their own country. 

Submission to Governing Authorities 

“The very word authority has within it the word author. An author is someone who creates and 
possesses a particular work. Insofar as God is the foundation of all authority, He exercises that 
foundation because He is the author and the owner of His creation. He is the foundation upon which 
all other authority stands or falls.” ~ R.C. Sproul 

As Kingdom ambassadors, the Lord has a special place in Civil society for believers. Nothing speaks 
louder than a believer's response to authority. When we respond to Civil authority as outlined, we 
gain influence in society, influence translates into leadership, and leadership translates into change. 
Ambassadors are agents of change.  

The Apostle Paul gives us four reasons why the Kingdom Ambassador must submit to the laws of the 
Nation. I like to call this chapter keys to national influence.  

Gods Servants in Civil Government 

"Let every person be loyally subject to the governing (civil) authorities. For there is no authority 
except from God [by His permission, His sanction], and those that exist do so by God's appointment. 2 
Therefore he who resists and sets himself up against the authorities resists what God has appointed 
and arranged [in divine order]. And those who resist will bring down judgment upon themselves 
[receiving the penalty due them]. 3 For civil authorities are not a terror to [people of] good conduct, 
but to [those of] bad behavior. Would you have no dread of him who is in authority? Then do what is 
right and you will receive his approval and commendation. 4 For he is God's servant for your good. 
But if you do wrong, [you should dread him and] be afraid, for he does not bear and wear the sword 
for nothing. He is God's servant to execute His wrath (punishment, vengeance) on the wrongdoer.”  
Romans 13:1-4.  

It is God who has established the governments of the world (Acts 17:24–28). This does not mean 
that He is responsible for the sins of corrupt leaders, but only that the authority to rule comes 
originally from Him. No matter who is President, Jesus is King.  



 

 

 

Therefore, government is no less than the Church because it is a Divine institution for the 
governance of order in society, submitted to and obeyed by Christians within the whole sphere of its 
legitimate authority.  

To resist the law is to resist the God who established government globally, which means inviting 
punishment. 

Magistrates or Civil authorities must bear the sword; to bear the sword means to deliver justice in 
two ways; just as the sword has two sides, so does justice. Civil authority is to protect and defend. 
The Greek word translated “avenger” in King James is ekdikos, meaning “agent of punishment.   

This is an essentially moral and judicial issue in South Africa. Vigilante justice seems to reoccur in 
different townships and suburbs around our nation, with unfortunate deaths blamed on kangaroo 
courts, which community leaders have blamed for a loss of faith in the criminal justice system. 

Perhaps the loss of faith in the justice system could be because our justice system has forgotten that 
they represent God and are accountable to Him for how they dispense justice towards His people.  

Another reason could be that our judicial system is slow to execute justice. The Bible says, “Because 
the sentence against an evil deed is not executed speedily, the heart of the children of man is fully set 
to do evil” (Eccl. 8:11). When Paul wrote the letter from Rome there were no chapters or divisions in 
the letter.  Paul says “Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is 
written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay,” says the Lord (Rom. 12:19). 

While Paul tells Christians not to take personal vengeance when a wrong has been done to them, he 
tells them they should instead allow the wrongdoer to be punished by “the wrath of God.” Then just 
a few sentences later (in Rom. 13:4), he explains that “God’s wrath” against wrongdoers is carried 
out by the civil government when it inflicts punishment on them.  

This means that it is often correct for Christians to turn to the civil government to ask for justice 
when they have suffered wrongs at the hands of others. The civil government, in this life, is the 
means that God has established to carry out justice in such cases.  

This moral principle must be taught in our communities and local churches to maintain civility and 
the rule of law in our nations. Kingdom ambassadors have a large part to play in the spiritual and 
moral upliftment of our country.  

God established human government because man is a sinner and must have some authority over 
him. By fallen nature, people resist authority. By redeemed nature, a believer embraces authority. 
The minister of God is a "servant" of God; he is not to lord over people. Those in Civil authority are 
here to serve the public and nation. Even though government officials may not be believers, they are 
still the "ministers of God" because He established the nation's authority. 

For the Sake of Conscience  

"Therefore, one must be subject, not only to avoid God's wrath and escape punishment but also as a 
matter of principle and for the sake of conscience. For this same reason, you pay taxes, for [the civil 
authorities] are official servants under God, devoting themselves to attending to this very service. 
Render to all men their dues. [Pay] taxes to whom taxes are due, revenue to whom revenue is due, 
respect to whom respect is due, and honor to whom honor is due." Romans 13: 5–7.   



 

 

 

Any citizen can obey the law because of fear of punishment, but a Christian ought to obey because 
of conscience. Of course, if the government interferes with conscience, the Christian must obey God 
rather than men (Acts 5:29). But when the law is correct, the Christian must abide by it to maintain a 
good conscience (1 Tim. 1:5, 19; 3:9; 4:2; Acts 24:16). 

When conscience begins to work, we cannot live with ourselves until we have made things right 
Romans 13:7 commands us to pay what we owe: taxes, revenue, respect, honor. If we do not pay 
our taxes, we disrespect the law, the officials, and the Lord. And this cannot but affect the 
conscience of the believer.  

The Love of God 

"Keep out of debt and owe no man anything, except to love one another; for he who loves his 
neighbor [who practices loving others] has fulfilled the Law [relating to one's fellowmen, meeting all 
its requirements]. The commandments, You shall not commit adultery, You shall not kill, You shall not 
steal, You shall not covet (have an evil desire), and any other commandment, are summed up in the 
single command, You shall love your neighbor as [you do] yourself. Love does no wrong to one's 
neighbor [it never hurts anybody]. Therefore love meets all the requirements and is the fulfilling of 
the Law." Rom 13:8-10 

Paul enlarged the circle of responsibility by including other people besides government officials. 
“Love one another” is the basic principle of the Christian life. It is the “new commandment” that 
Christ gave to us (John 13:34). There is no need for any other laws when we practice love because 
love covers it all! If we love others, we will not sin against them.  

Our motive for obeying God and helping others is the love of Christ in our hearts. Paul has centered 
on the very heart of the problem—the human heart. Because the nature of man is sinful, God 
established government. But laws cannot change the heart; man's heart is still selfish and can be 
changed only by the grace of God. Nothing changes in a nation unless the nature of its people 
changes.  

The Return of the Lord  

"Besides this you know what [a critical] hour this is, how it is high time now for you to wake up out of 
your sleep (rouse to reality). For salvation (final deliverance) is nearer to us now than when we first 
believed (adhered to, trusted in, and relied on Christ, the Messiah). The night is far gone and the day 
is almost here. Let us then drop (fling away) the works and deeds of darkness and put on the [full] 
armor of light. Let us live and conduct ourselves honorably and becomingly as in the [open light of] 
day, not in reveling (carousing) and drunkenness, not in immorality and debauchery (sensuality and 
licentiousness), not in quarreling and jealousy. But clothe yourself with the Lord Jesus Christ (the 
Messiah), and make no provision for [indulging] the flesh [put a stop to thinking about the evil 
cravings of your physical nature] to [gratify its] desires (lusts)." Romans 13:11-14 

We obey the law of the land because we expect the Lord's return at any moment. As His Kingdom 
ambassadors, we want to be found faithful when He returns. The completion of our salvation is 
near. We must be ready.  

In other words, a Christian citizen ought to be the best citizen. Christians may not always agree on 
politics or parties, but they can all agree on their attitude toward human government. Every 
Christian should desire the reputation of being a man seeking the welfare of his country and the just 
execution of the laws.  



 

 

 

The local pastor cannot do it alone; it is not your pastor's responsibility to help your neighbors better 
understand who God is; it is yours. That is why God put us in this nation and our communities. 

“If you believe what you like in the gospel, and reject what you don’t like, it is not the gospel you 
believe, but yourself.” – St Augustine 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Chapter Four 

Register to Vote 

The 1994 General elections were held in South Africa between 26 and 29 April 1994. I can still recall 
the day my family and I stood in the long, endless queue for approximately eleven hours. The 
atmosphere was unlike like I had ever encountered. And true to South African entrepreneurship, I 
remember local families selling Boerewors Roll and refreshments. That day marked the end of the 
apartheid era and the birth of a new nation.  

For many, the elections ended a long struggle for freedom within South Africa and a continuous 
international campaign against Apartheid. When I look back on that moment in history, I see the 
hand of God over our great nation. It was as if something miraculous had taken place. The Lord takes 
what was broken and rebuilds; he truly is a God that watches over the nations.  

When we register to vote, we fulfill our God-given civic duty, fulfilling both our accountability to God 
and our responsibility for our fellow man. As part of serving God as a citizen, we must regularly 
participate in voting. When the foundations are destroyed, What should the righteous do? The 
answer to the question is, lay the foundations again. By voting, we follow the pattern of doing things 
decently and in order. It is God that established the nations and government.   

Since 1994 the voter turnout in the 2019 general elections was the lowest in South Africa's 
democratic history. Despite a 5.48% increase in registered voters, only 17.6 million South Africans 
cast their ballots in 2019 compared to 18.6 million in 2014.  

A total of 65.99% of the 26.7 million registered voters voted in the general elections - 10% lower 
than 2014's 73.48% voter turnout. 

Reasons for voter apathy in South Africa can be researched and debated for many years to come. 
However, for the Kingdom ambassador’s voter apathy should not be found amongst believers. Why? 
Because voting is a matter of stewardship under God. Many millions of God’s people throughout 
South Africa are not even registered to vote. How can we as Christian citizens expect God to restore 
moral leadership through us if we are unwilling to take a few minutes to register? Only as a 
registered voter will you be in a position to help elect godly officials.  

King Solomon writes, "By the blessing of the influence of the upright and God's favor [because of 
them], the city is exalted, but it is overthrown by the mouth of the wicked." Proverbs 11:11 AMPC. 
The blessing of favor resting upon the righteous influences a city to lift it higher, but wicked leaders 
tear it apart by their words. Proverbs 11:11 TPT. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Who can register? 

You must: 

• be a South African citizen. 
• be at least 16 years old (you can only vote from age 18); and 
• have a green, bar-coded ID book, smartcard ID, or valid Temporary Identity Certificate (TIC). 

To Register within South Africa 

When and where can I register? 

Make an appointment to apply for registration during office hours at the local IEC office responsible 
for your voting district. Please always phone first to make an appointment. 

What documents do I need to apply for registration? 

By law, you must apply in person (no online or email registrations are permitted). Please bring your: 

• green, bar-coded ID book; 
• smartcard ID; or 
• valid Temporary Identity Certificate (TIC). 

No other forms of ID can be accepted. Only original documents (no copies) are accepted. 

What happens when I apply? 

• Go to your local IEC office; 
• Complete the registration form; 
• Your identity document book is scanned; 
• A barcoded sticker is pasted in your green ID book or on your valid Temporary Identity 

Certificate. 

Please note that completing the form and receiving a barcoded sticker or receipt does not mean that 
you are registered; it only means that you have applied for registration. Your application must still 
be processed (may take up to 7 working days). 

How do I know if or where I am registered? 

To check your registration details, you can: 

• send an SMS with your ID number to 32810 (R1.00 per SMS). 
• download our mobile app and enter your ID number; 
• Check your voter registration details; 
• or check at your local IEC office during office hours. 
• When do I have to re-register? 

We continuously strive to provide a better voting experience for voters by ensuring accessibility to 
voting stations and trying to reduce long queues on Election Day. 

 



 

 

 

To help us achieve this, you need to re-register when: 

• your home address changes (if you've moved a short distance, please see Moved since you 
registered? to find out how to check if your voting district has changed), or. 

• we inform you that your voting district boundaries have changed. Check your voter 
registration details to find out if you may have to re-register. 

 https://www.elections.org.za/pw/Voter/How-Do-I-Register 

There may be a registration deadline before the election, so do not wait until too late. 

“Based upon the biblical commands above, and the unique grace that God has given us as followers 
of Jesus and “governing” citizens in a representative democracy, it seems we have a responsibility 
before God and one another to steward our vote for the sake of good, God-glorifying governance.” 

― David Platt, Before You Vote: Seven Questions Every Christian Should Ask. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Chapter Five 

Help Elect godly People 

Help select and elect men and women of God to public office at the local, provincial, and national 

levels. Support them faithfully throughout their terms of public service by lovingly sharing the 

biblical views on issues, praying for them, and encouraging them.  

Righteous leadership brings rejoicing. “When the godly are in authority, the people rejoice. But when 

the wicked are in power, they groan” (Proverbs 29:2). The most effective way to restore righteous 

rule and rejoice in South Africa is to elect godly people to positions of authority. This can be done 

only by being an informed, praying Christians. How can you accomplish this? 

Select a godly Candidate: The Word of God gives us the basic qualifications of a good candidate. 

“Moreover, you shall choose able men from all the people—God-fearing men of truth who hate 

unjust gain. Appoint them as leaders . . .” (Exodus 18:21). These assistants had to have good 

reputations, be full of the Spirit and wisdom, and be approved by the people. Our nation has 

suffered much under the scourge of corruption; if we do not learn from what we have experienced, 

we are destined to re-elect corrupt politicians beguiled by unjust gain.  

So this poses a question? Should Christians only vote for Christian candidates?  

It is not always possible to elect a believer into an office, so I think Christians should support the 

candidate who best represents moral and political values consistent with biblical teaching, no matter 

their religious background or convictions. 

 

The four qualifications listed in this passage are:  

• Ability  

• Honesty 

• godliness  

• Integrity 

 

Get involved in your local ward: Local political wards are the key to victory for a godly candidate. 

Contact the candidate you support to learn how to get involved in your ward. Consider becoming a 

Ward leader and find other like-minded people in your precinct to serve with you. Your candidate 

may already know of some folks in your ward, so make sure to ask. Become a ward leader. Since 

local and provincial elections are essential, we must bear in mind that a few godly people are 

involved at the Ward level can help change the direction of this nation. 

 

Move into Action: Serve your local Ward in the following ways:  

• Show up at meetings. Whether that be in public or via online Zoom calls. 

• Get acquainted with the residents in your Ward.  

• Actively enlist additional Ward workers who believe like you.  

• Urge everyone who supports your candidate to register. Be sure to tell them how. 



 

 

 

• Make your candidate known by word of mouth and through literature distribution or social 

media. 

• Strongly urge all who favor godly candidates to vote on election day. If necessary, personally 

assist them in getting to the polling station. At the very least, make sure they know where it 

is.  

 

Since the key to election victory is at the Ward level, God's people can and must consider serving in 

the local Wards of South Africa. Look at what the Bible says,  

“So here’s what I want you to do, God helping you: Take your everyday, ordinary life—your sleeping, 

eating, going-to-work, and walking-around life—and place it before God as an offering. Embracing 

what God does for you is the best thing you can do for him. Don’t become so well-adjusted to your 

culture that you fit into it without even thinking. Instead, fix your attention on God. You’ll be changed 

from the inside out. Readily recognize what he wants from you, and quickly respond to it. Unlike the 

culture around you, always dragging you down to its level of immaturity, God brings the best out of 

you, develops well-formed maturity in you.” Romans 12:1-2. 

When we involve our everyday lives in our local ward and its representatives, we can positively 

affect our communities if we place our ordinary everyday lives before God as an offering God brings 

out the very best in us.  

 

God Will Use You. 

Our Ward service will provide excellent opportunities to share God’s love and forgiveness with 

others. Ask God to lead you to those who are ready to place their trust in Christ. Share God’s 

wonderful plan of salvation with them and invite them to worship God with you in your church. You 

will be a blessing to others, and your own life will be enriched. Now that you are prepared. 
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Chapter Six 

Vote 

After becoming informed about the various candidates and issues, and wisely evaluating them based 

on the Word of God, vote consistently in every election. It is our God-given duty. 

Why must we vote? 

In addition to praying, you must cast your vote to fulfill your Christian responsibility toward the 

government. Exercise the opportunity for influence that God has given you through our unique 

system of democracy. If you fail to vote conscientiously for the godly rule, evil will increase in our 

nation. "When the wicked are in power, lawlessness abounds. But the patient lovers of God will one 

day watch in triumph as their stronghold topples!" (Proverbs 29:16).  

Our nation South Africa will then bear the consequences of the leaders we choose.  

If you choose not to vote, you forfeit your moral right to complain against the ungodly actions of 

elected leaders. By not voting, we helped elect them. By voting, we enable secure a better future for 

our children.  

At the 2019 Financial Times Africa Summit in London, it was noted that corruption had cost South 

Africa as much as R1 trillion. As of January 2021, Globally, South Africa has been ranked as the third 

most dangerous country in the world, below Venezuela and Papua Guinea. It is considered a high 

crime, low safety country with a crime score of 77.07 and a safety score of 22.03. We cannot afford 

to place our confidence in man's plans to save our country; no great reset will save our country or 

the nations.  

If we want to see God's hand upon our Nation, we must return to God. We should always vote. And 

vote as wisely as possible so that your conscience is clear before God. Only then can you be part of 

the solution.  

It is commonly believed that a majority of the people decide elections in South Africa. This is not so. 

Elections are determined by a majority of those who vote. In South’s Provincial and National 2019 

Elections, 66.05% turned out to vote.  

How can you know for whom you should vote? Remember. 

Let God’s Word be your Guide. In making your decisions, let the Word of God be your guide. 

“Godliness makes a nation great” (Proverbs 14:34), so it is vital to seek God’s will in all political 

decisions prayerfully. Israel invited God’s anger by selecting leaders without consulting Him: “They 

set up kings without my consent; they choose princes without my approval” (Hosea 8:4, NIV). 

Suppose there is no qualified, spiritually mature candidate, vote for the one whose personal 

principles and platform most strongly agree with your Christian position based on the Bible. A small 

step in the right direction is better than no step at all. Keep in mind that not voting is not an option 

for the Christian who takes the command of Jesus seriously to be both salt and light. 

Principles are more important than the Political Party. Remember that the candidates’ principles are 

far more critical than their party affiliation. To place confidence in unworthy candidates is a 

miscarriage of Christian stewardship. “Putting confidence in an unreliable person in times of trouble 

is like chewing with a broken tooth or walking on a lame foot” (Proverbs 25:19).  



 

 

 

Chapter Seven 

After Election Day, Keep Building 

After elections, keep building! Keep influencing and work closely with other people to help bring 

God back into the public forum as God intended. Rome was not built in a day, the apartheid 

Government was not overturned in a year, and South Africa will not be turned around in one 

election cycle.  

To be good stewards of our responsibilities as Christian citizens, we must take a serious look at 

everything we do and say each day and then make intentional decisions about how and where we 

will invest our time, talent, and treasure.  

Ask God to show you specific areas where you can continue to make a difference for your families 

and community. Consider how you can impact the future in the following ways: 

 

Impact the Future with your Phone. There are many ways we can be actively involved and impact 

the future with your cell phone. When an issue being considered by both Provincial and National 

governments impacts our community's religious or moral environment, call the appropriate person 

to express your support or opposition. If calling is not possible, then email the relevant person with 

your concerns.  

Gather the phone numbers and emails of your elected officials ahead of time so you can act while 

you are thinking about it. Let your friends know what you have done each time you act and ask them 

to do likewise. Social media makes this easy. Be intentional!  

Calling has an immediate impact. If your elected representative’s office receives a high volume of 

phone calls or emails on an issue, it is far more likely to be passed along to your representative 

quickly. 

The point is you have a phone; make your voice heard. Use your phone and social media to help 

shape South Africa’s future. Be persistent, but always be considerate. Remember, as followers of 

Jesus; we do not just want to win a battle; we want to win people.  

 

Impact the Future with your Money.  In South Africa, we make choices every day about where we 

will spend our money. Jesus said we are to be "faithful stewards." This has direct implications for the 

material resources God has given to each of us. This means more than just investing wisely and 

tithing faithfully. This also means strategically spending our money every day in ways that will 

promote God's kingdom and withholding resources from the forces of evil. Exercise your freedom to 

choose by becoming an intelligent consumer.  

So, what does this look like? Support organizations and churches that are actively involved in the 

community. We are Nation-builders, so let's partner with those that are building our communities.   

Our slogan as nation builders must become "I want to make a difference with people who want to 

make a difference, doing something that makes a difference." Dr. John C. Maxwell.  

Voting with your money also involves choosing not to spend your money on movies that 

intentionally misuse the name of Jesus.  



 

 

 

The Ten Commandments say, “You must not misuse the name of the LORD your God.  

Websites like https://www.pluggedin.com/ and https://www.movieguide.org/ can help us find out 

which movies degrade God's name. More than ever, we need to help our children navigate their 

walk with God. Each decade has presented various challenges. The decade ahead of us will itself 

have its challenges. It is not as simple as helping them understand right from wrong. The lines have 

become increasingly blurred. We need to parent between those lines and teach our children to 

make moral and spiritual choices in grey areas.  

Impact the Future with your Presence. Likewise, there are many ways we can make an impact on 

society with our presence. We can attend school board meetings and community meetings to make 

our voices heard. The forces of secularism are great at this; as representatives of the King of kings, 

we should likewise be willing to stand up for what we believe.  

 “Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is a disgrace to any people” Proverbs 14:34 NIV.  

Leaders cannot escape the judgment of God when they lead the people away from God’s holy 

standards. Legalizing sin doesn’t make it right. No wonder Thomas Jefferson wrote, “Indeed I tremble 

for my country when I reflect that God is just.”  

Godly parents can raise godly children, and godly children can provide godly influence in their 

communities and the nation. In a democracy, where leadership is elected and not inherited, the 

Lord's people must exert as much influence for righteousness as possible. 

If the church obeyed the Word and prayed, national leaders would consider God in their 

deliberations. “The king’s heart is in the hand of the Lord; He directs it like a watercourse wherever 

he pleases” Prov. 21:1 NIV. 

I occasionally hear people plaintive of the nation's state. Still, most of them fail to point out the 

leading cause: The church collectively and believers individually aren’t doing their job spreading 

righteousness. If the righteous remnant were spreading more salt and light, there would be less 

decay and darkness (Matt.5:13–16). Christians have a job to do praying for all in authority, winning 

the lost, living godly lives, serving, voting, and raising godly children. 

We must be willing to serve our communities. There are many great places to start to serve our 

communities, like food drives and homeless shelters, where we find many opportunities to introduce 

hurting people to the God who deeply loves them. And most important, be sure to teach your 

children how to be good citizens of South Africa and God's kingdom. Make sure your children receive 

spiritual training from you.  

Daily family devotions and weekly church attendance are vital. Christian schools or Public Schools 

with Christian values can be a wise choice. But no matter what else we do, our children need us to 

teach them who God is every day personally. If we do not, who will? That question is scary in itself. 

And above all, pray for their spiritual health daily. Prayer moves the hand of God. We cannot do 

everything, but we can take steps today to have a godly impact on our family, community, and 

nation. Ask God what He wants you to do today. 

“All your children shall be taught by the LORD, and great shall be the peace of your children.” Isaiah 

54:13. This is a Scripture that I have prayed over my child since birth. I can honestly say that I have 

watched the hand of the Lord over my child through the years. The Lord is faithful to His promises.  



 

 

 

Continuing to groan about the cultural ills of our day is an insufficient strategy to cure South Africa. 

Either we make God the issue, or South Africa will continue down its current corruption and wicked 

leadership path. Choose today and then again tomorrow.  

British novelist Charles Kingsley rightly said, “There are two freedoms—the false, where a man is free 

to do what he likes; and the true, where a man is free to do what he ought.” Throughout their 

history, the nation of Israel struggled with both of these freedoms, just as God’s people struggle with 

them today.  

It's a mark of maturity when we learn that freedom is a tool to build with, not a toy to play with and 

that freedom involves accepting responsibility. Israel's exodus experience taught them that their 

future success lay in fulfilling three essential obligations: following the Lord (13:17–22), trusting the 

Lord (14:1–31), and praising the Lord (15:12–21). 

We must be dedicated to the cause of freedom because we are accountable to God and responsible 

for our fellow man. Any less dedication on our part will result in a loss of that precious freedom. We 

dare not fail them, ourselves, and far more importantly, our Lord, to whom this nation exists. South 

Africa is now faced with its greatest crisis in history.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Chapter Eight 

Old Ideologies Resurrected 

 

Communism 

Is Communism moral? 

When lead business training, I approach the activity from a holistic perspective. I try to focus on the 

entire person in the session. One of the questions that often arise when dealing with conflict is the 

difference between actions and intentions. We often judge ourselves on our intentions and others 

on their actions. It's just human nature.  

We tend to argue that our intentions were noble; however, our actions spoke differently. When our 

intentions don’t line up with our actions, then our actions mean nothing.  

This principle is true for relationships at home, at work and especially true with the government. 

When we look at communism, we find the ethos of communism “everyone shares everything 

equally” falls short of noble pursuit. Nothing produces success and freedom more than the individual 

pursuit of success according to the individual's abilities.  

The Bible says it this way. Then God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply; fill 

the earth and subdue it; have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over 

every living thing that moves on the earth.” Gen 1:28. This means we should respect our fellow 

human beings who are also made in the image of God (Gen. 9:6).  

It means appreciating the gifts, talents, and abilities each individual has as they are God-given. God's 

original mandate to have dominion, be fruitful, and multiply is for any individual, no matter race, 

sex, or ethnicity. It decrees that each individual has the right to pursue success and freedom by 

appropriating their gifts, talents, and abilities through the blessing of the Lord. It means that no 

nation has the right to deny this privilege to individuals as this right is God-given. We must 

remember that rights are God-given and not man-given. If they are man-given, man has the right to 

take those rights away.  

God's original mandate lifts people out of poverty, while communism is the antithesis of this blessing 

that has impoverished millions worldwide. The right to explore individual success and freedom 

produces good while communism produces evil. The Bible says, “Let those who love the Lord hate 

evil, for he guards the lives of his faithful ones and delivers them from the hand of the wicked.” Psalm 

97:10.  

Today we see a resurgence of the evil found in communism around the world. When we ignore or 

deny this evil, we allow evil to grow unchecked. The truth is that when we are confronted with so 

much evil in the world, we tend to stop seeing the evil that exists subconsciously. We do this to 

protect our mental health. When good people stop teaching the truth about communism, we 

produce a generation of ignorance. When we no longer confront an ideology in all its evil, we stop 

fearing its resurrection, which means it can happen again, even in today's modern society.  

I have noticed over the past decade a mindset in political leaders that is very dangerous. Leaders 

believe that they can reform fallen human nature with new policies and laws. Nothing changes in 

society unless the heart of man changes.  



 

 

 

This can only be done through salvation in Jesus Christ alone. We must remember that ordinary 

people placed in leadership positions under this ideology created the horrors we have come to 

know. This means that any society can devolve into communism if left unchecked. In sixty years, 

communism has made modern totalism, deprived people of human rights, tortured and killed more 

people of any other ideology in history. 

The facts about Communism  

These are the numbers of civilians that have been murdered through Communism: 

• Vietnam 1 Million  

• Eastern Europe 1 Million 

• Ethiopia 1.5 MiLLION 

• North Korea 2 Million 

• Cambodia 2 Million 

• Soviet Union 20 Million 

• China 65 Million 

 

This does not include the suffering that people endured under Communism, such as: 

• Loss of human right to speak freely. 

• Loss of human right to worship freely. 

• Loss of opportunity to start a Business. 

• Loss of the right to travel without party permission. 

• No non-Communist judiciary. 

• No freedom of media expression. 

• Increased poverty. 

• Burning down of churches. 

• Imprisonment of vast numbers of people. 

 

Not to mention The Gulag Archipelago, the other great holocaust of our century--the imprisonment, 

brutalization, and very often murder of tens of millions of innocent Soviet citizens by their 

Government, mostly during Stalin's rule from 1929 to 1953.  

The Battle of Huế began on 31 January 1968 and lasted a total of 26 days. During the months and 

years that followed, dozens of mass graves were discovered in and around Huế. Victims included 

women, men, children, and infants.[2] The estimated death toll was between 2,800 and 6,000 

civilians and prisoners of war,[1][3] or 5–10% of the total population of Huế.[4] The Republic of 

Vietnam (South Vietnam) released a list of 4,062 victims identified as either murdered or 

abducted.[5][6] Victims were found bound, tortured, and sometimes buried alive. Many victims 

were also clubbed to death.  

We have a moral obligation to the victims of communism, never to forget them.  

As we try to understand the “new normal” and mandatory lockdowns, it is vital to understand the 

magnitude of certain international events. One such event took place in Cuba on July 11, 2021, 

where thousands took to the streets nationwide to protest a dire economic crisis and rejection of 

communism.  



 

 

 

The average Cuban state worker earns approximately 25$ a month and tries to maintain the running 

of a family with this meager salary. The cost of basic goods like toilet paper is 1$, and when you earn 

a meager 25$ a month, basic becomes unaffordable.  

As South Africans, we should celebrate the bravery of those Cuban citizens to reject communism.  

 

Who is Karl Marx 

Born in Trier, Germany 1818.  

Karl Marx did not invent communism; however, Lenin and Stalin built the Soviet Union upon his 

ideas. Mao Built Communist China, the Kims built North Korea, and the Castros Built Cuba. 

Ultimately those movements called Marxists murdered about 100 million people and enslaved more 

than a billion people.  

Marx believed that people were exploited by those of the business sector, specifically factories. As 

Marx called them, “The people who owned the means of production.” Only a workers revolution 

could correct this injustice, wrote Marx in the Das Kapital.  

What would that revolution look like?  

1. Abolition of property and inheritance.  

2. The centralization of credit, communication, and transport in the hands of the state. 

 

In other words, the state owns and controls everything. Not much came of Marx’s ideologies until 

Vladimir Lenin took power in 1917. The model that Lenin used became the model that dictators used 

around the world. Wherever Marxism was practiced, life got worse; there is no single instance 

where this was otherwise. Wherever Marxism went, economic collapse followed, as well as terror 

and famine.  

Why is this important for South Africans to understand? The reason is that the evil of Marxism has 

risen again around the world. Those who brush off the enormous immoral implications of Marxism 

have begun to teach that Marxism was never really practiced in its proper form—and sharing what 

we have in accordance with each one's ability and each according to their needs.  

Who determines ability, and who determines the need? The answer is simple the state. Those who 

are the ruling elite. Did the Marxist dictators get it wrong? The answer is no. They wanted absolute 

power and got it.  

The irony of Karl Marx is that he never lived under the consequences of his ideology. He lived most 

of his adult life in London, England, benefiting from the people who owned the means of production. 

He was never able to provide scientific data about his theories. Marx spent endless hours 

researching his ideas in libraries and could not find evidence to support his theories.  

It is interesting to note that Marx commented, “of course in the beginning, [communism] cannot be 

effected except by means of despotic inroads.” “be attained only by the forceable overthrow of all 

existing social conditions.”  

 

 



 

 

 

The forceable overthrow of social conditions meant the forcible removal of:  

• Religion  

• Family 

• Personal Pecessiosns 

• Freedom 

• Democracy 

 

Religious Freedom and why is it Important? 

It seems like a bill of some sort is being proposed continuously by Parliament to eradicate religious 

freedom in South Africa slowly. The claim is that religion is violating the rights of non-believers. 

 The right to freedom of religion is enshrined in the Constitution of South Africa. Chapter 2 of the 

Constitution of South Africa, containing the Bill of Rights, states that everyone has the right to 

freedom of religion, belief, and opinion. Section 9, the equality clause, prohibits unfair discrimination 

on various grounds including religion.[6] Section 15 allows religious observances in state and state-

aided institutions, provided they follow public authority rules, they are conducted on an equitable 

basis and attendance is free and voluntary, and also provides for the recognition of religious legal 

systems and marriages that are not inconsistent with the Constitution.[7] Section 31 protects the 

right of persons belonging to a religious community to practice their religion together with other 

members of that community and form voluntary religious associations.[8]. 

Why is this important? When religious freedom is removed, all other liberties will gradually be 

removed. It’s the totalitarian way. Freedom of religion allows for the freedom of thought; if you can 

not think as you want, you cannot claim to be free. History teaches us that the removal of religious 

freedom also included the loss of all other freedoms.  

One of the first things that Communism did in Russia in 1917 was to close all religious buildings. We 

need to look no further than Communist China as an example. Would you believe it if I told you that 

during 2020 – 2021 China is burning down Churches and has created Muslim prison camps? It is 

happening right now in our post-modern era. Ages come and go, but the heart of man has not 

changed. The Nations will do well in keeping a close eye on the CCP as there appears to be an 

aggressive return to totalism and extreme human rights violations.  

Why do repressive governments fear religious freedom? Because it challenges the state's authority 

and holds the government to a higher moral authority than the state itself. When the state is 

totalitarian, it controls thought and moral understanding. This makes religion the first target for 

those who want more power and control. Even non-religious people should be concerned about the 

attack on religious liberty as one freedom is removed, so are all other freedoms gobbled up.  

When I was a child, we were blessed to have an Atari game console. I enjoyed playing Pac-Man's 

legendary game; the yellow pie-shaped character traveled around a maze gobbling up dots while 

avoiding four hunting ghosts (Inky, Blinky, Pinky, and Clyde). Despotic governments that embrace 

ideologies like Marxism are the proverbial Pac-Man gobbling up human rights and freedoms that 

God Himself instituted.  

“The main business of religions is to purify, control, and restrain that excessive and exclusive taste for 

well-being which men acquire in times of equality” - Alexis de Tocqueville (Historian) 

 



 

 

 

Family and why is it important? 

“Abolition [Aufhebung] of the family! Even the most radical flare up at this infamous proposal of the 

Communists,” Karl Marx. This statement is true, Karl as no parent of sound mind, willingly hands 

over their family to the state, which is why Marx proclaimed it should be achieved by force.  

Why abolish traditional family values?  

 

The family secures society. God is not concerned about a nation when the family is intact. According 

to the Heritage Foundation, “Numerous academic and social science researchers have demonstrated 

how the path to achieving a decent and stable income is still the traditional one: complete school, get 

a job, get married, then have children, in that order. Obviously, the journey toward a secure income 

can be derailed by choices growing children make, such as dropping out of school or getting pregnant 

before marriage. But generally, children who grow up in a stable, two-parent Family have the best 

prospects for achieving income security as adults”… “Once a person is married, a number of factors 

inoculate that person against divorce: sharing a religious faith, particularly when accompanied by 

regular worship; getting married over the age of 25;j and completing more education.k All of these 

factors lead to greater economic prosperity”. 

 

The family forms identity. A child learns their identity in a home. They learn that they are loved, 

accepted, and belong. When the state controls the family, they control the child's identity.  

According to Express UK, teachers from mainland China are being sent to Hong Kong to "reeducate" 

children in an ominous move that will trigger concerns about brainwashing. The news comes the day 

before China's Parliament is due to pass a controversial new security law which is widely seen as a 

bid to curtail Hong Kong's autonomous status, prompting senior figures including former British 

Governor Chris Patten to voice grave concerns.  

The ministry of education in Beijing is planning to dispatch 60 "teaching instructors" from mainland 

provinces Hunan, Hainan, Anhui, and Liaoning to schools in Hong Kong, as well as Macau, the former 

Portuguese enclave, to teach youngsters ranging from nursery to secondary school age in the areas 

of history and language… One insider, based in the central Chinese city of Henan, suggested the 

strategy was a bid to "re-educate" the people of Hong Kong to toe the party line.  

https://www.express.co.uk/news/world/1287610/china-hong-kong-brainwashing-security-law-chris-

patten-malcolm-rifkind 

 

The family is a healthy institution for procreation. Marriage and family is the only safe and healthy 

institution for important human aspects such as affection, sex, procreation, and parenthood. 

 

The family teaches individuality. That you are an individual and that God has a specific plan for your 

life. The Bible says, “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you; Before you were born I sanctified 

you; I ordained you a prophet to the nations.” Jer 1:5. 

 

https://www.express.co.uk/news/world/1287610/china-hong-kong-brainwashing-security-law-chris-patten-malcolm-rifkind
https://www.express.co.uk/news/world/1287610/china-hong-kong-brainwashing-security-law-chris-patten-malcolm-rifkind


 

 

 

The family is the prototype of society. Society is only as strong as the family and is a reflection of 

the condition of the family. Healthy politics depends on healthy homes. Despite the “separation of 

church and state,” there is an indirect effect of religion on politics through the work of the Holy 

Spirit. When people's hearts turn to God, it directly influences morality and families being knit back 

together. Healthy families produce healthy societies and, in turn, creates a healthy government.   

And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel to 

Abraham beforehand, saying, “In you all the nations shall be blessed.” Galatians 3: 8 

Interestingly, God's plan to secure a nation is through His Son Jesus Christ.  

 

Freedom and why it matters?  

What is freedom?  

Freedom in a nation is of utmost importance because it allows people to choose to obey or disobey 

God and to serve him or not to serve him, according to their best judgment. The Bible consistently 

places a high value on individual human freedom and responsibility to choose one’s actions.  

Beginning from the origin of the human race, when he put Adam and Eve in the garden of Eden, God 

gave people freedom of choice (Gen. 2:16–17). Such freedom to choose is one of the highest 

manifestations of excellence in the human beings that God has created, and it is one of how 

humankind is more like God than any of the animals or plants that God has made. 

Noah Webster Dictionary defines freedom as “a state of exemption from the power or control of 

another; liberty; exemption from slavery, servitude or confinement. freedom is personal, civil, 

political, and religious.”  

Natural liberty consists in the power of acting as one thinks fit, without any restraint or control, 

except the laws of nature. It is a state of exemption from the control of others and positive laws and 

the institutions of social life. 

Civil liberty is the liberty of men in a state of society, or natural liberty so far only abridged and 

restrained, as is necessary and reasonable for the safety and interest of the society, state, or nation. 

A restraint of natural liberty not necessary or expedient for the public is tyranny or oppression. Civil 

liberty is an exemption from the arbitrary will of others, which exemption is secured by established 

laws, which restrain every man from injuring or controlling another. Hence the restraints of law are 

essential to civil liberty. 

Political liberty is sometimes synonymous with civil liberty. Still, it more appropriately designates the 

freedom of a nation, the freedom of a country or state from all unjust abridgment of its rights and 

independence by another nation.  

Religious liberty is the unrestricted right to adopt and enjoy opinions on religious subjects and 

worship a Supreme Being according to the dictates of conscience, without external control. 

Freedom of action or speech beyond the ordinary bounds of civility or decorum (dignity). Females 

should repel all improper liberties. 

 



 

 

 

Interestingly God allows us the privilege of freedom of speech as we approach His Throne of Grace 

and share our deepest desires, concerns, fears, and joys. The Bible says, in 1 John 5:14-15, “Now this 

is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. And 

if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we have 

asked of Him.”  

The word confidence means “freedom of speech.” We can come to the Father freely and tell Him 

our needs.  

The idea of human rights did not originate with men; it comes from God. Humanity was created in 

God's image. Man is the only one of earth's creatures able to reason abstractly, create, innovate, 

choose as a free agent, communicate with, and worship God. He was designed to have a relationship 

with a loving God. He was created to worship God.  

The human race was created so that it could receive and reciprocate the love of God. For love to be 

real, it must be given freely. Love is not love if it is given under compulsion. How was God to know 

whether this first man and woman loved Him? He allowed them to prove their love by a simple act 

of obedience. He was also given free will. Humankind's relationship was not forced on him, neither 

was the choice to worship God. God did not create machines but rather beings that were given the 

privilege of will and choice. That is the essence of freedom of religion—the right to worship.  

God endowed humankind with intelligence, emotion, and will. A free moral agent, therefore, he was 

capable of making a choice. Free choice was necessary for developing man's character and the 

freedom of choice to worship God. With free choice, there is, of necessity, the possibility of a wrong 

choice. Adam and Eve made the wrong choice with disastrous consequences, both for themselves 

and the human race. When Adam and Eve sinned, they moved from self-control to other control. 

Human beings were not created to control people; the subjugation of people is the result of a fallen 

human nature. In reality, civil liberty protects God's original idea of self-control and the restraint of 

man injuring and controlling others.  

 

The principle of liberty and freedom 

2 Cor. 3:17, “Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.” 

Gal. 5:1, “It was for freedom that Christ set us free; therefore keep standing firm and do not be 

subject again to a yoke of slavery.” 

1 Peter 2:16, “Act as free men, and do not use your freedom as a covering for evil, but use it as 

bondslaves of God.” 

The ideology of communism to control human beings' ability to create, own, choose, and worship is 

in direct opposition to the original creative intent of God. The devil suppresses, God liberates. The 

contrast is apparent.  

That is why all social conditions must be removed to achieve Marxis’s earthly utopian paradise. As 

mentioned earlier, according to the Bible, it is a God-given right and God's original mandate for all 

humankind to have dominion, be fruitful and multiply no matter their race, sex, or ethnicity. It 

decrees that each individual has the right to pursue success and freedom by appropriating their gifts, 

talents, and abilities through the blessing of the Lord.  



 

 

 

In the Bible, freedom does not mean “doing your own thing” or “having it your way.” That attitude is 

the very essence of sin. The freedom that Jesus Christ offers means enjoying fulfillment in the will of 

God. It means achieving your most tremendous potential to the glory of God. Liberty does not mean 

license. License (doing whatever I want to do) is the worst kind of bondage. Liberty means the 

freedom to be all that I can be in Jesus Christ. License is confinement; liberty is fulfillment. 

As we have seen, it is inherent in all men to achieve personal success and liberty. No human being 

ever wilfully handed over their property and freedom, and because of this, Marxism needs violence, 

imprisonment, and execution to achieve its utopian ideal. 

Revolutionary Che Guevara stated, “I don’t need proof to execute a man; I only need proof that it's 

necessary to execute him.” 

 

Who is Che Guevara? 

Who is Che Guevara, and why does he matter? Over the past months, I 

have noticed a trend amongst the youth in South Africa. Youth tend to 

gravitate towards revolutionaries and those who fought against social 

injustices. Is youth fighting against social injustices the trend? Certainly not; 

the trend is passion over facts, supporting social injustice without 

understanding the injustice. If it feels wrong, then it must be wrong. If I 

“feel” offended, then you are have violated my rights.  

This generation is being confronted with more change than any other generation. If we raise a 

generation that bases its choices on feelings without a foundation of truth, we are treading on 

dangerous ground.  

Today I heard a young man campaigning for a leadership position in a High School make a statement 

that is indicative of his generation. He implored his fellow learners to make their choice on feelings 

and not on the character of the person in his own words, “vote for the vision and not the person.” 

Passion over facts. Feelings above truth. Change without understanding.  

Lets me give you an example. Have you ever heard of or seen the image of Che Guevara? 

Che Guevara murdered and tortured or had ordered the murder and torture of thousands of Cuban 

civilians. He was killed in 1967 while trying to organize a communist revolution in Bolivia.  

Marxists and Hollywood portray him as a strong, brave revolutionary that fought for freedom for his 

people. A man on a righteous rebellious cause? The romanticized version of Che could not be further 

from the truth. He was a murderous, homophobic racist. And yet, he is the poster image of social 

change communities.  

Che said of black people, “The black is indolent and a dreamer, spending his meager wage on frivolity 

or drink.” He explicitly said that his communist revolution did not include black people. He said, “we 

are going to for blacks exactly what blacks did for the revolution, by which I mean nothing, Yet we 

see Che’s image on banners and t-shirts all around the world. They are portraying him as a hero.  

The Revolutionists called gay people “perverts” locked them up in camps, and forced them to labor 

under a sign that said work would make you men.  



 

 

 

As a good Marxist, he claimed to despise luxuries and comforts, yet his Havanna home was a 

mansion with a swimming pool, seven bathrooms, sauna, massage room, private yacht harbor, and 

five televisions. He acquired his fortune by stealing it through violent campaigns.  

“A perfect summation of communism in practice”- Paul Kengor (Professor of Political Science).  

When we further examine Che’s character, he lied about who he was to portray an image of himself. 

He lied about being a doctor, a military genius, and an economist. In the 1950s, Cuban was one of 

the wealthiest economies in Latin America. According to a 1957 UN report, the average wage for an 

eight-hour day in Cuba was higher than workers in Belgium, Denmark, France, and Germany. This all 

came to an end under his control.  

Che is celebrated as a model citizen fighting for the rights of citizens as a modern-day Robin Hood. 

His image has appeared on flags and t-shirts and sold well into the millions.  

How do we reverse this troubling trend of passion over facts, feelings above truth, and change 

without understanding.?  

As Kingdom ambassadors, we must understand that change in today's times means conformity. 

Conformity demands the surrender of your convictions, values, beliefs, principles, morality, and 

ultimately one's uniqueness. If we want to be part of the global community, nations, societies, and 

cultures must conform to one system. The pressure to remain unique in society with our own set of 

beliefs, values, principles, and morality will become increasingly complex, especially as a nation.  

The church must continue to play a vital role in the preservation of society. When Jesus was on 

Earth, He said, “I am the light of the world. He who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have 

the light of life.” There is, for our galaxy, only one sun, and it is the center and the source of life. So 

there is but one God who is the center of all and the source of all life (John 1:4). If our families, 

communities, and nation are to prosper, God must remain the source of life in South Africa.  

The Bible says, “God is light” (1 John 1:5), and wherever the light shines, it reveals man’s wickedness 

(Eph. 5:8–14). We must present the light of God's Truth in the face of opposition.  

To “follow” the Lord Jesus means to believe in, to trust Him, and the results are life and light for the 

believer. Once we are believers, we become light to the world. Jesus said. “You are the light of the 

world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a 

bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. In the same way, let 

your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.” 

God has called us to shine the light of God's life in us, protect society by pointing to the light of his 

Word and introduce the world to the Light of the World, Jesus Christ. Our world is not a friend to 

God nor God’s people. Whether we like it or not, there is a conflict between us and the world. Why? 

Because we are different from the world and we have different values.  

The Bible says, “Do not be conformed to this world (this age), [fashioned after and adapted to its 

external, superficial customs], but be transformed (changed) by the [entire] renewal of your mind [by 

its new ideals and its new attitude], so that you may prove [for yourselves] what is the good and 

acceptable and perfect will of God, even the thing which is good and acceptable and perfect [in His 

sight for you].” Rom 12:2 

 

 



 

 

 

So what should revolutionary “changeables” know about change? 

1. Change is inevitable. Since the creation of the world, everything has been in a state of change. 

Humankind was created to continue creating without violating the Creator's laws inherent in 

creation. God gave Adam the task of naming all the animals and birds and perhaps all forms of 

life, for he was given dominion over all of God's creatures. This required vast knowledge. (Gn. 

1:28; 2:19,20).  

 

2. Change is constant. Change is only possible when something is constant. Everything in life will 

change, but God's laws remain constant. We can rely on the consistency of God's laws. When we 

make changes by following God's laws, society is safeguarded. In our post-modern world, we 

must be wary of voting on laws that violate natural law. Principles are eternal, which makes 

them permanent. Principles are not man-made and therefore should not be tampered with by 

society.  

 

3. Change is safeguarded. God's laws are inherent in creation. True change considers both natural 

and spiritual law. Some things were created to remain unchangeable and stable. Society is built 

on truth, and when truth is questioned or denied, the foundations shake (Isa. 59:11–15). Do not 

remove the ancient landmark Which your fathers have set Prov 22:28. Each generation must see 

to it that the foundations of truth and justice remain solid.  

 

“A battleship was on exercise at sea in bad weather. The captain was on the bridge. It was foggy. Just 

after dark, the lookout spotted a light on the starboard side. The captain asked if it was steady or 

moving. The lookout replied the light was steady, meaning they were on a direct collision course with 

that ship! The captain ordered the lookout signal to the other ship: “Change course 20 degrees. We 

are on a collision course.” The signal came back ‘” Advisable for you to change course.” The captain 

signaled ‘” I am a captain. Change course 20 degrees.” “I am a seaman second class. You had better 

change course 20 degrees,” came the reply. The captain was furious. He sent back ‘” I am a 

battleship. Change course!” Back came the signal, “I am a lighthouse. Your call.”  

The interesting thing about God's laws, whether natural or spiritual, is that they are unemotional 

they are not moved by opinion and are resolute against the political vote. We cannot change law; we 

break against it.  

 

10 Things Society should never change: 

• Precepts 

• Principles 

• Purpose 

• Natural Law 

• Truth  

• Roots 

• Foundations 

• Source 

• Spiritual Law 

• Conscience 

 



 

 

 

Socialism  

In the present political and religious climate around the world, socialism has become more 

prominent. As political parties in South Africa rally for votes in upcoming elections, we must become 

aware of utopian dreams of socialism.  

 

What is socialism? 

“Socialism, a social and economic doctrine that calls for public rather than private ownership or 

control of property and natural resources. According to the socialist view, individuals do not live or 

work in isolation but live in cooperation with one another. Furthermore, everything that people 

produce is in some sense a social product, and everyone who contributes to the production of a good 

is entitled to a share in it. Society as a whole, therefore, should own or at least control property for 

the benefit of all its members.”  

Socialism: “any of various economic and political theories advocating collective or governmental 

ownership and administration of the means of production and distribution of goods.”  

Socialism is a political and social system in which private property and the distribution of goods are 

subject to social and centralized governmental control. A socialist economy discourages private 

ownership of property. It often reduces and eliminates it. Socialism also increases the movement 

towards government control of the economy and businesses and the confiscation of assets.  

This reduces efficiency and slows the economy. Furthermore, it demotivates individuals from taking 

risks to produce and be rewarded for what they provide because the means of production can be 

“confiscated” and “controlled” by those in government. Socialism is the exchange of freedom for 

governmental security.  

With the existing government failing in critical areas, especially corruption, imagining a socialistic 

South Africa would be ludicrous. Governmental failure and corruption would be magnified.  

 

Command Theory versus Demand Theory 

In a fundamental simplification, socialism is a command economy where capitalism is a demand 

economy. This means that in socialism, the means of production and distribution are commanded by 

governmental oversight. In capitalism, the demand produced by the population's needs is met by 

the people, not the government. That is a huge difference.  

In socialism, the means of production and distribution are decided by relatively few people, the 

(sophisticated elite) who cannot possibly have enough knowledge to know which particular 

subcategories of production and distribution are needed to be applied to the varying situations of a 

broad and complicated economy.  

In capitalism, the demand or need of the people is manifested through consumption, and those 

individuals who meet the requirement of that consumption then govern their means of production 

and distribution. They are rewarded for their efforts and are motivated to continue to produce. It is 

far more efficient.  

In socialism, individuality is reduced; when individuality is reduced, so does the promise of equality. 

In capitalism, it is increased. Which system produces a more robust and productive economy? 



 

 

 

Obviously capitalism. Billionaire Rob Hersov says. “Now, it can be fixed. South Africa can be fixed 

very, very easily. But when was the last time you heard anyone in the ANC talk about the two most 

important words – economic growth? Economic growth. When do they ever say those words? They 

never use them. They talk about redistribution; they talk about radical economic transformation. 

They’re basically talking about taking away from us and giving to themselves, not the people of 

South Africa, giving to themselves what they cannot build, grow or invest themselves. They’re 

incapable of doing it.” 

To read the rest of the discussion, visit the link below. 

https://www.biznews.com/leadership/2021/09/21/rob-hersov 

Socialism has been tried in various countries (i.e., Venezuela) and failed miserably. And, for those 

who think some European countries do well in socialism, think again. Europe is not socialistic.  

 

See the following articles: 

Forbes.com: Sorry Bernie Bros, But Nordic Countries Are Not Socialist 

forbes.com/sites/jeffreydorfman/2018/07/08/sorry-bernie-bros-but-nordic-countries-are-not-

socialist/#1f0d93374ad3 

nytimes.com: Finland Is a Capitalist Paradise 

nytimes.com/2019/12/07/opinion/sunday/finland-socialism-capitalism.html 

foreignpolicy.com: The Myth of Democratic Socialism (Norway, Denmark) 

foreignpolicy.com/2019/07/08/the-myth-of-democratic-socialism 

leftvoice.org: No, Europe is not Socialist (Germany) 

leftvoice.org/no-europe-is-not-socialist 

medium.com: Europe Is Not Socialist, And Neither Are You 

medium.com/the-blunt-ogre/europe-is-not-socialist-and-neither-are-you-bca96671ce89 

Socialism has definite problems. In it, the government owns or controls production and the 

distribution of what is produced. It decides what is best for the majority of people based on the 

analysis and opinions of those in power. But, it also has harmful side effects. 

Inefficiency: Those in power cannot know all the details necessary to run a large economy with its 

incredibly complex means of production on various intricate and interrelated levels. Instead, those 

who manage their affairs are individuals involved with their work, not government-run agencies. 

Demotivation: When the government controls everything and takes individuals' right to produce 

and distribute goods as they see fit, it demotivates them to take risks in starting businesses and 

reaping the benefits of that risk. This reduces the efficiency and power of the economy. 

Slows economy: Socialism slows down the economy because the risk-takers do not want to produce 

as much under penalty that their hard work would be confiscated for redistribution. When the 

economy slows down, everyone is affected. 

https://www.biznews.com/leadership/2021/09/21/rob-hersov


 

 

 

Encourages governmental oppression: To continue its control of production and distribution, the 

government must consolidate its power. To do this, it must pass more laws to ensure its own 

control. This naturally leads to the oppression of people who would resist. 

Bureaucratic red tape: It moves slowly. Red tape reduces the efficiency necessary to meet the 

immediate demands within an economy. 

Cost of production increases, and money is devalued: With the demotivation of people to produce 

and manage their affairs with detailed efficiency, the government slows, production decreases, and 

the costs of goods increase. The government will then look to imports to meet the needs of its own 

slowed economic growth. This means the money that is best used within its economy will leave and 

go to other countries. This devalues the currency in that socialist country and decreases the rate and 

means of internal production. 

Misunderstand human nature: People are not basically good and selfless. Socialism may have lofty 

goals, but history teaches us that people are not as good as they should be. For the most part, they 

don’t lookout for the welfare of others. They look out for themselves. But socialism reduces the 

security of the population and foils the lofty goal of equitability.  

Encourages Laziness: In Denmark, Education Is free, however, and even includes a living allowance; 

they have a problem getting students to graduate; many choose to remain students and be 

supported by the state. A welfare state problem that socialists do not like to talk about. The Danes 

pay for their “free” medical care through high taxes. Private healthcare is becoming popular as the 

waiting times to see a medical professional is becoming incredibly long. Even retirement saving is 

being returned to the responsibility of its citizens. They simply cannot afford it. The Danes pay 50% 

of their income in consumption and income taxes. Is Denmark the model of socialism? Certainly not.  

Denmark is ranked as one of the top-ranked free-market economies in the world. “I know that some 

people in the US associate the Nordic model with some sort of socialism. Therefore I would like to 

make one thing clear. Denmark is far from a socialist planned economy. Denmark is a market 

economy,” Prime Minister Lars Løkke Rasmussen. 

 “The Nordic model is an expanded welfare state which provides a high level of security for its 

citizens, but it is also a successful market economy with much freedom to pursue your dreams and 

live your life as you wish.” 

Venezuela and Socialism 

A review of Venezuela’s decline from the third most prosperous country in the hemisphere to 

bankruptcy, riots, and starvation can be seen in the following timeline that began with socialist 

policies. 

1992 Became the third most prosperous country in the hemisphere 

1998, Hugo Chavez was elected president. Through the “Bolivarian Revolution” brings in a new 

constitution that brought socialist policies. 

2001, Chavez passed laws aimed at the redistribution of land and wealth. 

2004 Private healthcare is thoroughly socialized 

2005, Chavez signs a decree to eliminate large estates and the removal of private property 

2005, Stiff fines and prison terms for those in media who criticized public figures. 



 

 

 

2006, Chavez shifts buying military equipment from the US to Russia. 

2007, Chavez announced that “key energy and telecommunication companies will be nationalized.” 

2007 All higher education becomes free 

2007, Exxon Mobil and ConocoPhilips refused to hand over control of operations to the Venezuelan 

government and were then kicked out of the country 

2009, Voters approve a plan to abolish term limits. 

2009, Socialists banned private ownership of guns 

2012, The Government enforces price controls on basic goods to battle against inflation. 

 2014, 28 people die in the suppression of an anti-government protest 

2017, Constitution and elections are suspended 

2018, U.N. says 2 million Venezuelans have fled to neighboring countries since 2014 

Today Venezuela is a failed state. Services like power and water are sporadic. Basic goods like bread 

and toilet paper are in chronic supply. Crime has skyrocketed, and freedom of the press is almost 

non-existent. Democracy has been replaced with dictatorship.  

 

Is socialism biblical? 

No, socialism is not biblical. Socialism stands in opposition to biblical principles. In the Bible, people 

have the right to private property (Exodus 20:17), and the right do with their property as they desire 

(Acts 5:4), as well as have a representative form of government (Ex. 18:21-22; Deut. 1:13), where 

there is self-governance (Matt. 18:15-17), private property rights (Ex. 20:17), the liberty to act freely 

(2 Cor. 3:17; 1 Pet. 2:16), along with capitalist principles (Matt. 21:33-41; 25:14-30) and where the 

law requires a fair trial with witnesses (Deut. 19:15; Matt. 18:16) 

Socialism is nice in theory but fails in practice. It seeks equity in the equal distribution of goods but 

reduces efficiency, demotivates people, penalizes those who work hard, and rewards those who do 

not. It is a failed system and should not be adopted in the United States or anywhere else in the 

world. Furthermore, it is unbiblical in that it restricts freedom, reduces private property rights, 

endangers self-governance, denies representative governance, and essentially takes what one 

person has produced in the form of legalized theft and gives it to others. 

 

If you consider yourself a follower of Jesus and care about your country, now is the time to act. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Nkosi Sikelel' iAfrika (God Bless Africa) 

Maluphakanyisw' uphondo lwayo, (Raise high Her glory) 

Yizwa imithandazo yethu, (Hear our Prayers) 

Nkosi sikelela, thina lusapho lwayo (God bless us, we her children) 

 

Morena boloka setjhaba sa heso, 

(God protect our nation) 

O fedise dintwa le matshwenyeho, 

(End all wars and tribulations) 

O se boloke, O se boloke setjhaba sa heso, 

(Protect us, protect our nation) 

Setjhaba sa South Afrika - South Afrika. 

(Our nation South Africa - South Africa) 
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